
Usborne English

© 2013 Usborne Publishing Ltd. Not for commercial use.

The Goose that laid the Golden Eggs • Worksheet

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

4. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. This story was fi rst told around 4,000 years ago.

B. Everyone knows who Aesop was.

C. Aesop’s fables are usually about people.

2. Match the two halves of each sentence.  

A. They had a goat...

B. They had a garden...

C. They had hens and geese... 

...for fresh eggs.

...to give them milk.

...to grow vegetables.

5. The moral of this story is all muddled up. Put the words in the right order.

Everything might be greedy or you don’t lose.

..............................................................................................................................................

3. Number the sentences in story order. 

......  A.   Then they cut the goose open.  ......  C.   There was no gold inside.

......  B.   Tom killed it.     ......  D.   Elena grabbed the goose.

1. Fill in the names of the places on the map below.

Tom and Elena’s cott age 
Road to the village 
Village 
Market 
Hills 
Goldsmith 
Hen shed 
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Acti vity: Make decorated eggs and chicks

The Goose that laid the Golden Eggs • Worksheet

1. Cut six strips of kitchen 
foil about 45cm (18in) long. 
Cut a piece of thin ribbon 
about 20-30cm (8-12in) long.

4. Wrap the other strips 
around the egg. Squeeze 
and press unti l your egg is 
the size and shape you want.

7. Brush on more glue and 
press on more paper unti l 
the egg is covered. Leave it 
to dry.

2. Fold the ribbon in half. 
Tape it to one of the strips 
of foil, then scrunch the foil 
into an egg shape.

5. Lay your egg onto some 
plasti c food wrap. Rip a 
piece of ti ssue paper into 
smaller pieces.

8. Cut spots or stripes from 
diff erent shades of ti ssue 
paper, and glue them on to 
decorate your egg.

3. Wrap another foil strip 
around the egg. Squeeze 
and press it to make a more 
solid shape.

6. Brush part of the egg with 
white glue. Press the ti ssue 
paper pieces onto the wet 
glue, overlapping slightly.

9. For a chick, draw eyes 
with a black pen. Cut wings 
and a beak from yellow and 
orange paper. Glue them on.

from 50 Easter TTMAD 
pp58-59 (originally 
Easter TTMAD pp26-27)

“washing line” as on p58 with mix of eggs 
and chicks - poss for you to combine 2 
lines from the pic so you can see about 5 
eggs/chicks in different styles?
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The Dinosaur Who Lost His Roar • Worksheet

2. Choose the correct word from the box to complete these sentences.

A. He liked ....................... through bushes.

B. He liked ....................... tall trees.

C. He liked ....................... in the river.

D. But most of all, Sid liked ....................... other dinosaurs.

2. Match the pictures with the speech bubbles or thought bubbles.

Come here, 
little fishies.

Mmm, these 
look juicy.
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4. Number the sentences from 1 to 5 in story order.  
	 Can	you	fill	in	the	missing	word?

........

........

........

........

........

3. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A. The footprints led...     ...home for dinner.

B. Rex had taken Spike, Ross and Ollie...  ...from that dinosaur.

C. Sid’s mighty roar saved us...    ...to a huge dinosaur called Rex.

1. 2. 3. 

A. B. C. 
I’ll have 

fried eggs 
tonight.

A.	 Rex	was	terrified.

B. He gave his biggest, strongest, ........................  
ROAR!

C. “Three cheers for Sid!” cried the others.

D. Sid crept up behind Rex.

E.	 He	ran	off	and	didn’t	look	back

scaring

crashing

climbing

splashing



Ross, Ollie and Spike want to make a poster about Sid to keep other big dinosaurs away.  
Can you help them design it? They’ll need you to draw a scary picture of Sid, then choose 
some good words to describe him too.

The Dinosaur Who Lost His Roar • Worksheet

DANGEROUS
DINOSAUR!
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The Castle That Jack Built • Worksheet

4. Choose between who and that to complete these sentences.

A. This is the dragon ....................... stole the gold  ....................... sat in the castle

 ....................... Jack built.

B. This is the wagon ....................... followed the dragon.

C. This is the girl ....................... kissed the frog.

Do you know, or can you tell, when you should use who and when you should use that?

Usborne English

3. Match each word in line A with the word it describes in line B.

A. scritchy                silver                 grumpy                golden

B. gown   frown                 crown                    itch

2. Put the parts of the sentence in the right order, numbering them from 1 to 6.

A. This is the witch _____

B.  that Jack built. _____

C. who stole the gold _____

D. that followed the dragon ____

E. that sat in the castle _____

F. who sat in the wagon _____

A. Jack, dragon, witch.

1.  2. 3. 

1. Circle the character you can’t see in each picture below.

B. Witch, troll, dragon. C. Jack, dragon, frog.

p12

5. Circle the two words that have swapped places in each sentence.

A. His son is the girl who came to town and kissed the prince in the silver gown.

B.	 And	they	all	built	happily	ever	after,	safe	the	castle	that	Jack	lived.



Writing activity: The characters in the story enjoy a rather unusual wedding feast. Look 
closely	at	the	picture	and	write	the	different	food	choices	on	the	menu	below.	Include	
interesting	descriptive	words	for	each	dish.	There	are	some	ideas	at	the	side	of	the	page.

The Castle That Jack Built • Worksheet
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Wedding Menu

***

***

blackened
crusty
delicious
flame-grilled

fresh
golden
jellied 

rose-pink
royal
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Danny the Dragon • Worksheet

2. Match each word in line A with one that describes it in line B.

A.  village Danny fi re sti cks food fi re 

B.  tasty magic ti ny toasty friendly

1. Match the pictures with the speech bubbles.
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4. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. Everyone in the village liked Danny.  TRUE/FALSE

B. Mr. Marvo had never visited the village before.  TRUE/FALSE

C. Danny liked the magic fi re sti cks.  TRUE/FALSE

D. There was a storm in the village.  TRUE/FALSE

E. The robbers burned the villagers’ food.  TRUE/FALSE

F. Danny scared the robbers away.  TRUE/FALSE

1. 2. 3. 4. 

Wonderful! No thanks, 
Danny.

I’ll take
fi ve.

Thanks,
Danny.

A. B. C. D. 

3. Which word is wrong in each of the sentences below? Cross it out and write the 
correct word at the end.

A. The robbers stormed into the woods.  .......................

B. They pushed the villagers away from their beards.  .......................

C. Danny burned their candles.  .......................

D. The thankful villagers gave Danny his fi re back.  .......................



Danny the Dragon • Worksheet
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Writi ng acti vity: The villagers are making a thank-you card for Danny. What would they 
draw on the front and what might they write inside? Try it yourself.

Dear Danny,
Thank you for 

saving us!
From your friends 

in the village

Now write some messages inside from the villagers. 
Joe, Peg, Sam... can you think of some more names?
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Chicken Licken • Worksheet

1. Circle the names of the animals that 
you can see in the picture on the right.

2. Put a line through the sentence that’s not correct in each of the pairs below.

A. The acorn was scared of Chicken Licken.          

B. Acorns grow on oak trees.

C. Chicken Licken visits the King.

A. C. B. 

chicken  bird

mouse  sheep

turkey  goose

cow   frog

fox    hen

Chicken Licken was scared of the acorn.

Acorns grow on apple trees.

Chicken Licken doesn’t visit the King.

4. Match the pictures with the speech bubbles.

Out of my 
way! Ouch! The sky is 

falling!

1. 2. 3. 

3. Match the two halves of each sentence.

A. Henny Penny was         

B. Ducky Lucky was

C. Goosey Loosey was

D. Turkey Lurkey was

pecking at the ground.

sitti  ng in her nest.

sitti  ng by the henhouse.

swimming.

Usborne English
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Acti vity: puppet show
Make these simple puppets, and you can put on a puppet show of Chicken Licken 
with a friend. 

You will need: 
thick black paper or card 
7 sti cks (about as thick as a pencil)
sti cky tape and glue 
a small table
a piece of cloth to cover the table

Chicken Licken • Worksheet

1. Draw animal shapes onto thick black paper 
or card, using the pictures above to help you. 
Make them almost as big as this paper 
(except Chicken Licken). Cut two of each.

2. Use sti cky tape to att ach a sti ck to each 
shape, so that you can hold it up. Then glue 
the second shape on top of the fi rst, so that 
it covers the end of the sti ck.

4. Kneel down behind the table, and hold the 
puppets up so that they can be seen above 
the table top. Use the sti cks to move the 
shapes and to turn them around. You may 
have to hold more than one in each hand.

5. Decide what the animals are going to say, 
and have a practi ce with your friend. You 
could try changing voices for each animal.

Chicken 

Licken

Ducky 

Lucky
Goosey 

Loosey

Foxy 

Loxy

3. Put the cloth over the table. It’s best if you 
have a litt le space and a plain wall behind. 

6. When you are ready, you can invite your 
family or friends to watch the show.

Cocky 

Locky

Henny 

Penny
Turkey 

Lurkey
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The Boy who cried Wolf • Worksheet

2. Match the speech bubbles to the pictures.

1. 2. 

1. Fill the gaps in the sentences below. Choose between all, every or ever.

A.     day, Sam took the sheep from the village to the meadow. 

B.     his friends were down in the village.

C. “Nobody          comes up here,” moaned Sam.

3. 4. 

All that way 
for nothing.

Come 
quickly! My sheep!

I could make 
something 
happen.

A. B. C. D. 

3. Choose the correct word from each pair to complete the sentences.

A. The sheep were            eati ng their grass. (quickly/quietly) 

B. The villagers were     , but Sam just laughed. (funny/angry)

C. “You think you’re so         .” (clever/bored)

D. A few days later, a wolf DID come out of the               . (forest/mountains)

4. Number the sentences in story order.

A. Finally, the villagers came to fi nd him. 

B. Sam had to go back up the hill all alone.

C. Sam ran down the hill as fast as he could.

D. “I’ve learned my lesson,” said Sam.

E. Nobody believed him. This ti me, they just laughed at him.

F. The wolf had killed some of the sheep. The rest had run away.
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Writi ng acti vity: Sam goes back to looking aft er the sheep, but the villagers don’t want 
him to be bored and lonely. Can you help them to think of things for Sam to do all day? 
Make a short list of suggesti ons, and then draw the one you think Sam would like best.

The Boy who cried Wolf • Worksheet

I think Sam would like
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The Musicians of Bremen • Worksheet

2.	 Which	word	is	wrong	in	each	of	the	sentences	below?	Cross	it	out	and	write	the	
correct	word	at	the	end.

A.	 “Wait!”	called	the	rooster.	“I	hear	a	light.”		.......................

B.	 “What	do	you	see?”	answered	the	dog.		.......................

C.	 “Food	and	drink...	and	a	gang	of	animals.”	.......................

D.	 “If	maybe	we	could	get	inside,”	said	the	dog.		.......................

A.	 C.	B.	

1.	Match	the	pictures	with	the	speech	bubbles.

What are  
you doing?

Tomorrow  
I’ll be rooster 

stew!
He’s getting 

too old.

1.	 2.	 3.	
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4.	 Answer	TRUE	or	FALSE.

A.	 The	robbers	stayed	to	fight	the	animals.		TRUE/FALSE

B.	 The	animals	ate	until	they	were	full.		TRUE/FALSE

C.	 The	robbers	wished	they	hadn’t	run	away.		TRUE/FALSE

D.	 The	robber	chief	offered	to	go	back	to	the	house.		TRUE/FALSE

E.	 The	smallest	robber	recognized	the	animals.		TRUE/FALSE

F.	 In	the	end,	the	robbers	ran	away	and	never	came	back.		TRUE/FALSE

3.	 Which	animal	goes	where?	Put	the	sentences	in	story	order.

A.	 The	cat	climbed	on	top	of	the	dog.		..........

B.	 The	donkey	stood	near	the	window.		..........

C.	 And	the	rooster	flew	on	top	of	the	cat.		..........

D.	 The	dog	leaped	on	the	donkey’s	back.		..........



The Musicians of Bremen • Worksheet
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Writing activity: The	mean	man	is	looking	for	his	animals.	He	puts	“wanted”	posters	
up	around	his	farm	for	each	animal.	Draw	a	picture	of	each	animal	in	the	squares,	
with	a	description	underneath.	You	can	say	what	they	look	like,	and	also	describe	their	
characters	(“lazy,”	“greedy”	and	so	on	–	remember,	he	is	a	mean	man).

WANTED
ROOSTER

.......................................................

.......................................................

.......................................................

WANTED
DOG

.......................................................

.......................................................

.......................................................

WANTED
CAT

WANTED
DONKEY

.......................................................

.......................................................

.......................................................

.......................................................

.......................................................

.......................................................
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The Mouse’s Wedding • Worksheet

1. Match the sentences to the pictures.

1. 2. 

2. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A. They waited unti l evening, when...

B. When they woke up...

C. The wind soon rose...

D. Aft er a while...

3. 4. 

A. B. C. D. 

A. “Goodness me!” said Father Mouse. “It’s ti me you got married.”

B. “Are we nearly there yet?”

C. “He makes our days bright and warm, and helps the fl owers grow. Let’s ask him.”

D. Once upon a ti me, there was a family of mice.

...they came to a high wall.

...the sun was low in the sky

...and blew the cloud away.

...there was the cloud, resti ng on the mountain top.

3. Match the speech bubbles with the correct characters.

I may look 
strong and 

tall...

Please let’s 
talk to the 

mouse.

Up here 
I can blow 

where I like.

You are more 
powerful than 
anyone else 

in the world...

4. Rewrite the sentences below with all the characters in the right order.
“So the sun and the wind were married next to the cloud. 
The mice and the wall all came to the wedding... but not all at once.” 
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Writi ng acti vity: Help Miss Mouse to write her diary and describe the search for the 
perfect husband. Write down what she thinks about all the people her father wants her 
to marry, and why she doesn’t want to marry them (too big, too hot, and so on).

The Mouse’s Wedding • Worksheet

MONDAY: Dear diary, today was a strange 
day. Suddenly Father decided it’s time for me 
to get married! I’m not sure about that. He has  
this crazy idea that I should marry the sun...
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1. Match the descripti ons to the diff erent types of dinosaurs in the pictures.

A. Some dinosaurs walked 
on two legs. 

1. 2. 3. 

4. Choose the right words from the box to complete the sentences.

A. Tyrannosaurus had huge ................................ to crunch and munch bones.

B. Velociraptors had sharp ................................ to grip their victi ms.

C. Triceratops had ................................  to scare off  att ackers.

D. Ankylosaurus had thick ................................ and a  ................................ on its tail.

3. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A. Dinosaurs...

B. Pterosaurs...

C. Plesiosaurs...

...splashed and swam in the sea.

...lived on the land.

...looped and swooped in the sky.

5. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. We know almost everything about dinosaurs.

B. Experts fi nd out about dinosaurs by watching movies.

C.  Fossils are bones that have turned to stone.

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

2. The word “dinosaur” means:

A. incredible creature

B. enormous monster

C. terrible lizard

D. prehistoric animal

B. Some had bony plates. C. Some had spiny backs.

plates          horns          teeth          club          claws

Dinosaurs • Worksheet

Usborne English
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Writi ng acti vity: Where can you go to fi nd out more about dinosaurs? 

Dinosaurs • Worksheet

Make a dinosaur fact card: choose a dinosaur and write its name on the dott ed line. 
Draw a picture of your dinosaur, then write one thing you know about it. 
You could cut out your card and use it in a class display.

.......................................... Fact:

Why do you think people are so interested in dinosaurs today? 

Would you like it if dinosaurs were sti ll living on earth? Why/why not?
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The Little Red Hen • Worksheet

A. The fi eld is ...............................................
the barn.

B. The farmhouse is ..................................... 
the barn and the hen house.

C. The duck pond is .....................................
the bakehouse.

D. The farmhouse is ..................................... 
the river.

2. Match the speech bubbles to the animals in the pictures.

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

3. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. The hen ground the fl our into wheat.

B. The hen made the bread by herself.

C. The cat helped the hen to eat the bread.

4. Put the sentences in story order, numbering them from 1 to 6.

A. The hen baked the bread. ___

B. The hen ground the wheat into fl our. ___

C. The hen planted the wheat. ___

D. The hen ate the bread. ___

E. The hen cut the wheat down. ___

F. The hen made the fl our into bread. ___

Squeak! Hide! It’s 
the little red 

Meow!

1. 

A. B. C. 

2. 3. 4. 

D. 

Quack!

Map of the farm

Barn

Farmhouse

Hen house

Duck pond

Bakehouse

Mill

Field

1. Look at the map, then choose the right word to fi ll the gaps in the sentences.

near          opposite          next to         between
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Acti vity: make a pecking hen (and a rat)
To make a hen, 
you will need:
paper plate
paints
plain paper
glue
ti ssue paper
sti cky tape

The Little Red Hen • Worksheet

To make a rat, 
you will need:
brown or grey paper
pink paper
white paper
black pen
glue
string or wool
sti cky tape

1. For the rat’s body, 
fold a piece of thick 
paper in half. Draw a 
curve and also a short 
line coming down from 
the fold, like this.

4. For the rat’s ears, 
fold a smaller piece of 
paper in half. Draw an 
ear next to the fold, 
then cut along the line. 
Open out the ears.

2. Keeping the paper 
folded, cut along the 
curve and the short 
line. Then flatten the 
body, and draw a nose 
and whiskers.

3. Draw two eyes on 
white paper, then cut 
them out. Glue them 
onto the body. Then 
cut a piece of string 
and tape it on for a tail.

5. Cut two shapes from 
pink paper and glue 
them onto the ears. 
Then slot the ears into 
the cut at the top of 
the body.

1. Fold a paper plate in 
half. Open it out, then 
paint the back of the 
plate in bright stripes, 
like this.

2. Fold the plate in half 
again. For a beak, cut 
a triangle out of paper, 
paint it red and glue it 
inside one corner.

3. Cut some triangles 
from paper and then 
paint them. You will use 
these to make the crest 
on top of the hen’s head.

4. Glue the triangles to 
the back of the plate. Cut 
out circles of paper, paint 
them green and glue 
them on for the eyes.

5. Cut ten or twelve 
thin strips of bright 
ti ssue paper. Make the 
strips about as long as 
your hand.

6. Gather the strips into 
a bunch, twisti ng them 
together at one end. 
Tape them onto the 
plate for the hen’s tail.

Push the hen’s beak down to make it rock, as if pecking.

Can you think how you might make a duck, or a cat?



TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

The Enormous Turnip • Worksheet
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A. “I’ll help!” called Jack. 

1.  2. 3. 

1. Match the words to the pictures.

2. Put the words in the box on the right into the correct sentences.

A. The farmer went to his ................................          

B. The turnip had big green ................................ 

C. “I’ll help,” called the farmer’s ................................ 

D. They tugged unti l they were red in the ................................ 

face

wife

fi eld

leaves

4. Put the sentences in story order, numbering them from 1 to 6.

A. The farmer let go of the turnip leaves... ____

B.  She let go of the farmer. ____

C. The dog ripped Jack’s shirt. ____

3. Put a line through the sentence that’s not correct in each of the pairs below.

A. The farmer grabbed the dog.     

B. Jack held the turnip leaves.

C. “Woof!” barked the farmer’s dog.

D. The bird pecked Jack’s shirt.

The farmer grabbed the turnip leaves.

Jack held his mother’s skirt.

“Woof!” barked the farmer’s wife.

The bird pecked the cat’s tail.

B. They all fell over. C. The farmer tugged 
at the turnip.

D. ...and they all fell over. ____

E. Jack tore his mother’s skirt. ____

F. The cat bit the dog’s tail. ____

5. Read pages 40-45, then answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. The farmer was sad.

B. They made lots of turnip soup.

C. They ate carrots for breakfast.

D. The farmer doesn’t like turnips any more.

Usborne English



© 2011 Usborne Publishing Ltd. Not for commercial use.

Writi ng acti vity: The next year, the farmer grows an enormous carrot. 
Can you think of six things he and his wife could make with it?

The Enormous Turnip • Worksheet

Do you like cooking? Try this recipe for carrot cake. Ask an adult to help you use the oven.

For the cake you will need:
2 medium carrots
3 medium eggs
175ml (6fl oz) sunflower oil
200g (7oz) sugar
100g (4oz) chopped walnuts or 

pecan nuts
200g (7oz) plain f lour
1½ teaspoons baking powder
1½ teaspoons bicarbonate of soda
1½ teaspoons ground cinnamon
1 teaspoon ground ginger
½ teaspoon salt

For the topping you will need:
50g (2oz) icing sugar
200g (7oz) full fat cream cheese, 
   at room temperature
1 tablespoon lemon juice
½ teaspoon vanilla essence 

You will also need:
a 27 x 18cm (7 x 11in)   
   shallow, rectangular cake tin
½ teaspoon cooking oil
baking parchment

Carrot Cake
Makes 12 slices

9.   Sift the flour, baking powder, bicarbonate 
of soda, cinnamon, ginger and salt into the 
mixture. Gently mix everything together with a 
metal spoon.

10. Spoon the mixture into the tin. Use the back of 
the spoon to smooth the top of the mixture.

11. Bake the cake for 45 minutes until it is well-
risen and firm. 

12. Leave the cake in the tin for ten minutes to cool.

13. Run a knife around the sides of the cake, then 
carefully turn it out onto a wire rack. Peel off 
the parchment. 

14. To make the topping, sift the icing sugar into a 
bowl. Add the cream cheese, lemon juice and 
vanilla. Mix until it is smooth.

15. When the cake has cooled, put it on a plate. 
Spoon the topping on, and spread all over with 
a blunt knife. 

16. Cut the cake into 12 squares.

1.  Heat the oven to 180°C, 350°F, gas mark 4. 

2.  Pour half a teaspoon of cooking oil into the tin, 
and rub it around the inside with a paper towel. 

3.  Put the tin on some baking parchment and 
draw around it. Cut out the rectangle and lay it 
in the tin. 

4.  Wash the carrots and cut off their tops. Hold 
each carrot firmly, and carefully grate it using 
the biggest holes of a cheese grater.

5.  Crack the eggs into a small bowl, and mix them 
well with a fork. 

6.  Put the sunflower oil and sugar into a larger 
bowl, and mix them together for a 

minute with a wooden spoon. 

7.  Add the eggs to the larger 
bowl, a little at a time. Mix 
well each time. 

8.   Stir the grated carrots and 
chopped nuts into the mixture. 
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The Gingerbread Man • Worksheet

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

4. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. The fox didn’t want to eat the gingerbread man.

B. The fox climbed up the gingerbread man.

C. The gingerbread man fell into the water.

D. The fox ate the gingerbread man.

1. Match the words to the pictures.

A. One thing made them sad. They had no children.

B. A litt le old woman and a litt le old man lived on a farm.

C. Most of the ti me they were happy.

1. 2. 3. 

2. Put the sentences in story order, numbering them from 1 to 6.

A. She mixed the dough. ___

B. The litt le old woman decided to make a
gingerbread boy. ___

C. She could smell hot gingerbread. ___

D. She gave him eyes, a mouth and 
butt ons. ___

E. She cut out a shape. ___

F. She put him in the oven to bake. ___

3. Match the two halves of each sentence.

A.  Run, run...    ...I’m the gingerbread man!

B.  You can’t catch me...   ...from you too.

C.  I can run away...   ...as fast as you can.

5. Match the words to the numbers or fracti ons below.

A.  A quarter B.  Half C.  Three quarters  D.  All gone

 0 ¼ ¾ ½ 
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Acti vity: try making your own gingerbread man, using the gingerbread recipe below. 
Ask an adult to help you use the oven.

The Gingerbread Man • Worksheet

You will need:
350g (12oz) plain flour
2 teaspoons of ground ginger
1 teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda
100g (4oz) butter or margarine
175g (6oz) soft light brown sugar
1 egg
4 tablespoons of golden syrup or maple syrup

2 large, shallow baking tins
a little margarine or cooking oil
flour
large cookie cutters 

(use a person shape if you have one)
a fish slice or palette knife

You can use writing icing and small sweets to 
decorate your biscuits if you like.

Gingerbread biscuits
Makes 12-24 biscuits

1. Heat your oven to 190°C, 375°F, Gas mark 5. 

2. Dip a paper towel in some margarine or 
cooking oil, and rub it over the two baking tins. 

3. Sift the flour, ginger and bicarbonate of soda 
into a mixing bowl.

4. Cut the butter or margarine into chunks and 
add them. Rub the butter or margarine into 
the flour with your fingers, until the mixture 
looks like fine breadcrumbs.

5. Stir the sugar into the mixture. 

6. Break the egg into a small bowl. Add the syrup 
to the egg, and mix them together well. 

7. Stir the eggy mixture into the flour. Mix 
everything together with a metal spoon until it 
makes a dough.

8. Sprinkle a clean work surface with flour and 
put the dough onto it. Stretch the dough by 
pushing it away from you. 

9. Fold the dough in half. Turn it and push it 
away from you again. Continue to push, turn 
and fold until the dough is smooth. Then cut it 
in half.

10. Sprinkle a little more flour onto your work 
surface. Roll out one half of the dough until it 
is about 5mm (¼in) thick.

11. Use a cookie cutter to cut out lots of shapes 
from the dough. Lift the shapes onto the 
baking sheets with a fish slice.   

12. Roll out the other half of the dough and cut 
shapes from it. Squeeze the leftover scraps of 
dough together to make a ball. Roll it out and 
cut more shapes. 

13. Put the baking sheets into your oven and bake 
the biscuits for 12-15 minutes. They will turn 
golden brown. 

14. Leave the biscuits on the sheets for about five 
minutes, then lift them onto a wire rack. Leave 
them to cool.

15. If you want to add eyes, a mouth and buttons, 
you can use writing icing and sweets on the 
cooked biscuits.
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The Three Little Pigs • Worksheet

2. Choose between straw, sti cks and bricks to complete these sentences.

A. First they met a man selling ....................... .

B. Sti cks are bett er than ....................... .

C. Bricks are bett er than ....................... and ....................... .

D. ...but ....................... are so heavy.

1. Match the pictures with the speech bubbles.

I am a 
clever pig.

My house is 
the best

of all!

Build strong, 
safe houses!

Usborne English

4. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. Pinky’s house was the best of all.  TRUE/FALSE

B. The straw house had three walls.  TRUE/FALSE

C. Percy bought some sti cks.  TRUE/FALSE

D. The brick house was fi nished last.  TRUE/FALSE

E. The wolf blew the brick house down in the end.  TRUE/FALSE

3. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A. “We want homes...    ...on our chinny-chin-chins.”

B. “Litt le pigs, litt le pigs...   ...and I’ll blow your house in.”

C. “Not by the hairs...    ...let me come in.”

D. “Then I’ll huff  and I’ll puff ...   ...of our own.”

1. 2. 3. 4. 

The wolf 
can’t catch 

me now.

A. B. C. D. 



The three pigs decide to build a bigger house all together. Pretend you are an architect 
and design an exciti ng new house for them all. Make sure it’s safe from wolves!

The Three Little Pigs • Worksheet

© 2012 Usborne Publishing Ltd. Not for commercial use.

Writi ng acti vity: Make a list of all the good things about the house you’ve designed so 
that you can persuade the three pigs to build it. 

Project: Little Pig Palace
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The Leopard and the Sky God • Worksheet

2. Match the speech bubbles or thought bubbles to the pictures.

1. 2. 

1. Read pages 4-9, then answer the questi ons.

A. Who lived in the forest?

B. Who lived high up above?

C. Who heard a wonderful sound?

D. Who was playing a great big drum?

3. 4. 

I’ll borrow 
it when he 

goes hunting.

Leopard 
won’t let me 
play his drum.

Hello, 
Leopard.

Come on, 
share it.

A. B. C. D. 

3. Which animal is he or she? Write the name of the animal aft er the sentence.

A. He showed his long teeth and sharp claws.

B. He shook and shook the tree, but he couldn’t shake the leopard out.

C. “Have you seen the Sky God’s drum?” she asked.

D. He rolled the drum along the ground, and crawled inside.

4. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A. The Sky God...

B. The leopard...

C. The tortoise...

D. The Sky God...

...didn’t want the drum any more.

...wanted a shell on her body.

...was very pleased.

...loved his drum.
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Writi ng acti vity: The Sky God decides to form a band. Which instruments do you think 
the other animals could play? Can you think which other animals might play in the band, 
and what instruments they could play?

The Leopard and the Sky God • Worksheet

The python –
The elephant –
The tortoise –

Now think of a name for the band, draw the other band members and design a poster 
for their next concert.
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The Goose that laid the Golden Eggs • Worksheet answers

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

4. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. This story was fi rst told around 4,000 years ago.

B. Everyone knows who Aesop was.

C. Aesop’s fables are usually about people.

2. Match the two halves of each sentence.  

A. They had a goat...

B. They had a garden...

C. They had hens and geese... 

...for fresh eggs.

...to give them milk.

...to grow vegetables.

5. The moral of this story is all muddled up. Put the words in the right order.

Everything might be greedy or you don’t lose.

..............................................................................................................................................

3. Number the sentences in story order. 

......  A.   Then they cut the goose open.  ......  C.   There was no gold inside.

......  B.   Tom killed it.     ......  D.   Elena grabbed the goose.

1. Fill in the names of the places on the map below.

Tom and Elena’s cott age 
Road to the village 
Village 
Market 
Hills 
Goldsmith 
Hen shed 

 Tom 
and Elena’s   
  cottage

 Hen 
shed

Hills

Road 
to the 
village

Village

Market

Goldsmith

3 4
2 1

Don’t be greedy or you might lose everything.
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About the story
Tom and Elena live a simple life in a small cott age. They are poor, but they have everything they need: 
a goat for milk, a garden to grow vegetables, hens and geese for eggs. Imagine their surprise when one 
morning Tom goes to collect the eggs as usual, only to discover that one egg is solid gold. 

A goldsmith pays Tom handsomely for the egg, so Tom decides to treat Elena to a dress. Elena is not 
impressed. They need to fi x the roof, not spend money on clothes. But when the same goose lays 
a golden egg the next day – and the next and the next – they have enough money to fi x the 
roof, buy more clothes, build a bigger house, and even to have servants...

Unfortunately, being rich just makes the pair greedy for more. Elena suggests killing 
the goose to get all the gold at once, but when they cut the goose open and there’s 
no gold inside her at all, they realise their days of riches are over. They’ve been too 
greedy, and now they’re left  with nothing.

About the author
Some of the world’s best-known fables and folktales are att ributed to Aesop (e.g. The Boy 
who cried Wolf, The Fox and the Crow, The Hare and the Tortoise) as well as many familiar English 
expressions (“sour grapes”, “crying wolf” and so on). However, the writer himself remains a mystery. 

Traditi on has it that Aesop was a slave in Ancient Greece, living from around 620-564BC. He is menti oned 
by the Classical authors Aristophanes, Herodotus and Plutarch, and there are a number of biographical 
details that are impossible to confi rm – it was said, for instance, that he was physically very ugly but 
famous for his wisdom, and that he was given his freedom and became an adviser to kings and city-states, 
before insulti ng the people of Delphi and being sentenced to death on a trumped-up charge. 

Aesop’s fables have been retold countless ti mes, and translated into many languages around the world.

Author: based on a story by Aesop

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 475

Lexile level: 320L

Text type:  Fable/folk tale

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story. 

p14 collected
p17 trick
 stole
p18 amazed
 solid
p25 fi x
 roof
p26 saved
p27 spent

p33 built
p34 servants
p39 crept
 grabbed
p41 greedy
p44 fables
p45 popular
p46 moral

 goose
 laid
p3 goat
 goldsmith
p4 map
 cott age
 shed
p5 market
p13 fresh

Key phrases
p25 it’s too good for me
p37 must be (suppositi on)
p38 at once
p40 no [gold] at all

 
   

The Goose that laid the Golden Eggs • Teacher’s notes

Usborne English
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Before reading
Ask the class if they think having more money would make them happier. What would they spend the 
money on? What do they want that they haven’t already got? Once they bought those things, would 
they be happy or would they start wanti ng more?

Ask the students if they know any stories about people fi nding a magical way to get rich or to get 
everything they wish for. [Stories may include Aladdin, Jack and the Beanstalk...] 

Ask if anyone in the class keeps hens or geese, or if anyone in their family does. Have they helped to 
collect the eggs before? Where do you fi nd them? How oft en do the birds lay their eggs? Describe the 
eggs. Are they hard or soft , warm or cold, heavy or light, tough or fragile? 

Show the cover of this book. Does anyone know the story? How would students feel if they found a 
golden egg? What would they do with it?

p35 Would you like a big house with lots of 
servants?

p38 Does this sound like a good idea?
pp42-43 Are Tom and Elena happy to go back to 

their old life?
p44 Do you know any more of Aesop’s fables?
p45 Why do you think the stories are sti ll 

popular today? 
p46 Why do you think the stories are oft en 

about animals? [More appealing? More 
universal? More symbolic?]

p47 Do you know any other morals, or similar 
short sayings?

pp4-5 How would you describe the place where 
Tom and Elena live?

p7 What’s Tom doing?
p8 What’s Elena doing? Do Tom and Elena 

look happy?
p13 Would you like to live like this?
p16 What do you think it is?
p19 What does a goldsmith do?
p22 What would you have spent the money on?
p25 How would you describe Elena’s reacti on? 

Sensible? Ungrateful?
p29 How would you describe the goose in this 

picture?

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a 
short selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

Aft er reading
Ask the students what they think of Tom and Elena. In their place, would you have killed the goose? 

What do the class think about Tom and Elena’s life before they found the golden egg? And aft er?

Write two headings on the board, PRO and CON. The pros here are the positi ve things 
about Tom and Elena’s life before they found the golden egg, the cons are the 
negati ve things. Ask the students to suggest points for each column. What 
some see as a pro, others might see as a con, e.g. a quiet life. If so, write it 
down in both columns. When the students have suggested all they can, 
look at the lists together and ask whether the pros are more (or matt er 
more) than the cons, or vice versa. It doesn’t matt er if students don’t 
enti rely agree – encourage them to discuss their diff erent viewpoints.

The Goose that laid the Golden Eggs • Teacher’s notes
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The Dinosaur Who Lost His Roar • Worksheet answers

2. Choose the correct word from the box to complete these sentences.

A. He liked ....................... through bushes.

B. He liked ....................... tall trees.

C. He liked ....................... in the river.

D. But most of all, Sid liked ....................... other dinosaurs.

2. Match the pictures with the speech bubbles or thought bubbles.

Come here, 
little fishies.

Mmm, these 
look juicy.

Usborne English

4. Number the sentences from 1 to 5 in story order.  
	 Can	you	fill	in	the	missing	word?

........

........

........

........

........

3. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A. The footprints led...     ...home for dinner.

B. Rex had taken Spike, Ross and Ollie...  ...from that dinosaur.

C. Sid’s mighty roar saved us...    ...to a huge dinosaur called Rex.

1. 2. 3. 

A. B. C. 
I’ll have 

fried eggs 
tonight.

A.	 Rex	was	terrified.

B. He gave his biggest, strongest, ........................  
ROAR!

C. “Three cheers for Sid!” cried the others.

D. Sid crept up behind Rex.

E.	 He	ran	off	and	didn’t	look	back

scaring

crashing

climbing

splashing

loudest

C

3
2

5
1
4

A B

crashing
climbing
splashing

scaring
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About the story
Sid is a fun-loving dinosaur with a very loud roar. What he likes most of all is creeping up on his dinosaur 
friends Spike, Ross and Ollie and startling them with a ROAR. Not surprisingly, his friends aren’t so 
amused; that is, until Sid loses his voice and can only croak. This they find hilarious. 

Embarrassed, Sid runs home to treat his sore throat with honey, a warm drink and a good rest.  
The next day, he sets out to find his friends and apologize; but they’re not in their usual places.  
Then he notices some enormous footprints...

Author: Russell Punter

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 579

Lexile level: 320L

Text type: Story with fantasy setting

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some of these words, 
which are important in the story. 

p13 squashy
p14 grinned
 stomped
p19 to collect
 dinner
 fried
p22 throat 
 hurt
p24 croak
p25 tiptoed

 roar
p4 forest
p5 crashing 

bushes
p6 climbing
p7 splashing
p8 scaring
p11 picking 
 berries
 juicy

Key phrases
p9 the loudest... of all
p10 to go for a walk
p12 to creep up on
p13 to get covered in
p25 red in the face
p32 being laughed at
 it felt bad
p35 say sorry for
p43 only one way to
     find out
p46 to run off
 three cheers for

The Dinosaur Who Lost His Roar • Teacher’s notes
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p33 spoonful
 warm
p36 odd
p38 footprints
p40 deep
p45 terrified
p47 hurray
 saved
 mighty

The footprints lead Sid to a huge dinosaur, Rex, who is about 
to eat his friends. There’s only one thing for it – if only Sid can 
ROAR loudly enough...  Rex doesn’t see Sid but he hears the 
ROAR, releases his prisoners and runs away, and Spike, Ross 
and Ollie give three cheers for their brave rescuer.

About the author

Russell Punter was born in Bedfordshire, England. When he  
was young, he enjoyed making up and illustrating his own 
stories. His ambition as a boy was to become a cartoonist. 
When he grew up, he studied art at college before becoming 
a graphic designer and writer. He has written over twenty 
children’s books.
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Before reading
Dinosaurs are always a popular topic. You will probably find that many students have facts to share 
on this subject. Try to focus their enthusiasm by finding a few pictures before the class – one of a 
Stegosaurus and one of a Tyrannosaurus Rex, for example. 

Show the images to the students. Ask what the animals are and what the differences are between the 
two. You could write the differences in two columns on the board. What did they both eat? [T-Rex was 
a carnivore and Stegosaurus was a herbivore.] What else did dinosaurs eat? [e.g. Baryonyx ate fish, 
Oviraptor ate other dinosaurs’ eggs.] Why did Stegosaurus have pointy plates on its back? [Experts believe 
that it was at least partly to protect it from carnivores such as T-Rex.] How else did dinosaurs protect 
themselves or warn off enemies? [Club tails, armoured plates, loud roaring...]  

Explain that the book you’re about to read is fiction, not non-fiction. It uses dinosaurs and their 
characteristics as a starting point, then tells a made-up story about them.

p23 What do you think is going to happen?
p25 How does Sid feel? [Embarrassed, foolish]
p31  Why do the other dinosaurs think it’s so 

funny? Do you think it’s fair to laugh at Sid?
p33 Do you think this is how dinosaurs used to 

live?
p37 Can you see a clue to what might have 

happened to Ross?
p43 How do you think Sid is feeling right now?
p46 Is it a good thing that Rex didn’t look back. 

What might have happened if he did?
p47 Are the dinosaurs friends now?

pp4-5 Which of the characters look like real 
dinosaurs? Do you think there were any pink 
dinosaurs?

pp8-9 What do the other animals think of Sid?
p11 What is Spike holding? How would a real 

dinosaur pick berries? [Eating directly from 
the bush]

p15 What do you think Sid’s about to do?
p17 Do you think it’s funny? Would you think it 

funny if you were Ross?
p19 What’s going to happen next?
p22 Why do you think Sid’s throat hurts?

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questions.

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The first reading is in a British English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. After the story, there is a  
short selection of key phrases that can be used for pronunciation practice.

After reading
Ask the students if they enjoyed the story. What did they think of Sid at the beginning?  
What about when he lost his roar and his throat hurt? And at the end of the story?

Ask students what they think makes dinosaurs so fascinating. How do we know about 
dinosaurs? [Through discovering and studying fossilized bones.] For a more factual account, 
you might enjoy reading Dinosaurs, another Usborne English Learner’s Edition, with them.

Do they know any more stories where dinosaurs behave like people? You could try making up  
some more titles and plots, either in small groups or as a follow-on activity: The Dinosaur who...

Did you know? 
Hundreds of years ago the Chinese uncovered dinosaur fossils and thought they were dragon bones.  
A dinosaur bone found in England in 1672 was thought to be from a giant human. The name “dinosaur“ 
was only invented in 1842. It means “terrible lizard”. 

The Dinosaur Who Lost His Roar • Teacher’s notes
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The Castle That Jack Built • Worksheet answers

4. Choose between who and that to complete these sentences.

A. This is the dragon ....................... stole the gold  ....................... sat in the castle

 ....................... Jack built.

B. This is the wagon ....................... followed the dragon.

C. This is the girl ....................... kissed the frog.

Do you know, or can you tell, when you should use who and when you should use that?

Usborne English

3. Match each word in line A with the word it describes in line B.

A. scritchy                silver                 grumpy                golden

B. gown   frown                 crown                    itch

2. Put the parts of the sentence in the right order, numbering them from 1 to 6.

A. This is the witch _____

B.  that Jack built. _____

C. who stole the gold _____

D. that followed the dragon ____

E. that sat in the castle _____

F. who sat in the wagon _____

A. Jack, dragon, witch.

1.  2. 3. 

1. Circle the character you can’t see in each picture below.

B. Witch, troll, dragon. C. Jack, dragon, frog.

p12

5. Circle the two words that have swapped places in each sentence.

A. His son is the girl who came to town and kissed the prince in the silver gown.

B.	 And	they	all	built	happily	ever	after,	safe	the	castle	that	Jack	lived.

thatwho
that

who
that

1
6

2
5

4
3
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About the story
Loosely based on the traditional nursery rhyme, “The House That Jack Built”, this cumulative story takes 
an entertaining detour into the land of fairy tales...

King Jack builds a fine stone castle. One day, a dragon steals his gold and sets off an unlikely chain of 
events. The fugitive dragon’s getaway vehicle is a wagon driven by a witch, which is then overturned by 
a careless troll. As the wagon spills its load, a frog hops out; a girl in a silver gown rides by and kisses 
the frog... and the frog turns into a handsome prince. Meanwhile a variety of subplots unfold in the 
pictures, as the witch’s magic potions spill over the dragon and several passing birds, while Jack sets out 
to reclaim his treasure, the dragon ignores Jack and attempts to return the treasure to the guard whom 
he recognizes from the original heist...

It turns out that the prince is none other than King Jack’s son, who returns to the castle  
and marries the girl. The troll, the witch and even the dragon (who’s been tamed 
by now, and is no doubt sorry for what he’s done) are invited to the wedding 
and they live happily ever after, “safe in the castle that Jack built”. 

About the author 
Lesley Sims wanted to be a writer from the age of three. She has written 
a wide range of stories, including funny history books and books for 
beginner readers. When she’s not writing, she likes watching plays,  
playing the saxophone and reading – though not usually all at once.  
She’s never stolen any gold or kissed any frogs, but she does know  
an awful lot about castles.

Author: Traditional rhyme, adapted by Lesley Sims

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 388

Lexile level: 470L

Text type: Nursery rhyme

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story. 

p24 grumpy
 frown
p25 hopped
p30 gown
p42 crown
p47 safe

NB “scritchy” on 
p16 is an invented 
word, derived from 
“scratchy”.

  built
p2 wagon
p3 troll
p8 stole
p10 potion  

[on label]
p16 itch
 yowl
p17 upset
p21 tipped

Key phrases
p20 upside down
p46 to live happily ever after

The Castle That Jack Built • Teacher’s notes
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After reading
Ask the students if they liked the story. You could explain that this is a cumulative 
tale: it starts with the simple line “This is the castle that Jack built” and then it’s 
repeated again and again with an extra line added at the beginning until you 
get a really long sentence. You could ask the students to look for the longest 
sentence in the book and to write it down. [It’s on pp30-35.] How many words 
are there in the whole sentence? [57.]

You might look for other examples of cumulative tales, such as the original 
“House that Jack Built”.

Encourage the class to write their own cumulative tale, either in  
groups in class or for their homework.

Before reading
Ask the class to think of some typical characters in fairy tales; not their names but the character type 
[e.g. princess, witch, fairy, king, knight, dragon, troll]. You could write the word WHO on the board, then 
write up the character types. You could divide this list into GOOD and BAD if you like. 

Write a separate heading: WHERE, and ask the class for suggestions as to where all these characters 
might live. List any suggestions [e.g. castle, palace, forest, hut, cave, bridge].

Show the students the book’s cover. Who do they think is shown? [Jack.] What kind of person is he?  
[A king.] Do kings usually build their own castles?

Does anyone know this story? [Trick question: it’s not a traditional fairy tale but a new one.]

What can they see on the ground beside Jack? Why do they think the frog is wearing a crown? [He’s a 
prince under a spell.] What might break the spell? [A kiss.]

p15 What’s King Jack planning to do?
p19 What made the troll fall over? [Look back  

to page 16.]
p22 How do you think the witch is feeling?
p24 Why do you think the frog had a grumpy 

frown? Who do you think made him a frog?
p28 What’s happened to the dragon?
p30 Are you surprised that the girl kisses the 

frog? Would you ?
p38 What is the dragon doing?
p43 What do you think the prince is saying?
p45  What’s the witch eating? How is the dragon 

helping? (Is he helping?)

pp4-5 Have you ever seen a castle like this one? 
Where were castles built and how long ago? 
[In Europe, mostly around 6-800 years ago.] 
Why were they built? [To keep kings and 
lords and their families safe from attack.]

p7 Who can you see outside the window?
p9 Do you think the guards will be able to stop 

the dragon? What weapon does the guard 
on the right have?

p11 Why does the dragon have a saucepan on his 
head?

p12 Does the witch know the dragon already?
p13 What’s the witch reading about? Why?

Reading or listening 
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The first reading is in a British English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. After the story, there is a 
short selection of key phrases that can be used for pronunciation practice.

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questions.

The Castle That Jack Built • Teacher’s notes
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Danny the Dragon • Worksheet answers

2. Match each word in line A with one that describes it in line B.

A.  village Danny fi re sti cks food fi re 

B.  tasty magic ti ny toasty friendly

1. Match the pictures with the speech bubbles.

Usborne English

4. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. Everyone in the village liked Danny.  TRUE/FALSE

B. Mr. Marvo had never visited the village before.  TRUE/FALSE

C. Danny liked the magic fi re sti cks.  TRUE/FALSE

D. There was a storm in the village.  TRUE/FALSE

E. The robbers burned the villagers’ food.  TRUE/FALSE

F. Danny scared the robbers away.  TRUE/FALSE

1. 2. 3. 4. 

Wonderful! No thanks, 
Danny.

I’ll take
fi ve.

Thanks,
Danny.

A. B. C. D. 

3. Which word is wrong in each of the sentences below? Cross it out and write the 
correct word at the end.

A. The robbers stormed into the woods.  .......................

B. They pushed the villagers away from their beards.  .......................

C. Danny burned their candles.  .......................

D. The thankful villagers gave Danny his fi re back.  .......................

A BCD

village
fi res

bottoms
job
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Danny the Dragon • Teacher’s notes

About the story
Danny is a friendly, helpful dragon. All the villagers know him and like him. He cooks their food, lights 
their fi res and candles, and wanders happily home to the woods each night. That is, unti l one day a 
stranger, Mr. Marvo, arrives in the village with his magic fi re sti cks. They can light fi res, cook food and 
light candles too. The villagers rush to buy the magic sti cks and that evening, when Danny makes his 
rounds, there is nothing left  for him to do. Dejected, Danny slinks back into the woods.

That very same evening, a group of robbers decide to storm the village, stealing candles and 
cooked food. When the villagers call for help, Mr. Marvo makes a hasty exit, but Danny 
hears their cries. He runs to the rescue, breathing fl ames to scare the robbers off , 
and is cheered by the villagers. They ask him to light their fi res as he did before, 
and they make him a lovely kennel... out of Mr. Marvo’s now-unwanted fi re sti cks.

About the author
Russell Punter was born in Bedfordshire, England. When he was young, he enjoyed 
making up and illustrati ng his own stories. His ambiti on as a boy was to become a 
cartoonist. When he grew up, he studied art at college before becoming a graphic 
designer and writer. He has writt en over forty children’s books.

Author: Russell Punter

Reader level: Intermediate

Word count: 491

Lexile level: 290L

Text type: Contemporary fairy tale

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story. 

p32 noti ced
 smoke
p34 cried [meaning 

“shouted”]
 chief
p35 stormed
p36 toasty
p37 snatched
 tasty
p38 handy
p41 charged
p42 beards
p43 toasted
p45 burned
p46  thankful

p2 villagers
p3 salesman
 gang
 robbers
p4 ti ny
p5 morning [short for 

‘“good morning”]
p10 lit
 candles 
p12 stranger
p13 mobile
p16 incredible
p17 unbelievable
p18 wonderful
p19 amazed
 wagon

Key phrases
p13 Roll up
p20 as usual
p41 Shall I..?
p29 it was the same story
p31 at that moment
p34 Grub’s up! [meaning “Food’s ready!”]
p35 snatched away
p39 to run away
p40 Save us!
p42 set [something] on fi re
p45 to run off 
 never seen again
p47 to fi nd another use for
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Danny the Dragon • Teacher’s notes
Before reading
You could ask your students to tell you all they know about dragons. Write the key features on the board 
[e.g. breathe fi re, can fl y, fi ght knights, hoard gold, etc]. Are dragons usually friendly or scary? 

Split the students into small groups and ask them to discuss how a dragon might be useful. For example, 
if they managed to tame a dragon, what would they ask it to do for them?

Introduce the idea that stories of dragons are usually set long ago. Ask the class to think about diff erences 
between modern life and life in the past. What did people not have, and what did they use instead? How 
might a dragon have been useful long ago? [If the topic of fi re being needed for cooking, heat and light 
hasn’t come up yet, you could introduce it now.]

Show the front of the book to the class. Can they see what Danny the Dragon is doing here?

p25 How do you think Danny feels?
p30 Why does Danny try not to cry? Is he trying 

to be brave?
p35 Why do you think the robbers are storming 

the village? What do they want?
p39 Who do you think can help them?
p41 How would you describe Danny‘s acti on?
p44 Do you think Danny is being mean? 

[He could have burned them to a crisp 
if he wanted to!]

p47 Does Danny look happy now?

p5 Can you imagine a dragon walking into a 
market today? How would people react if 
they didn’t know him?

p8  How could the villagers have lit their fi res 
without a dragon? [Matches weren’t  invented 
unti l 1826; fi res were oft en kept alight all day]

p9 Which details in the picture show you how 
the villagers feel about Danny?

p11 Would you be tempted to buy some of Mr. 
Marvo’s magic fi re sti cks?

p18 What (or who) else can do all these things?

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a 
short selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

Aft er reading
Why do you think Danny likes his job? How does helping others make him feel? Would you like to live in 
Danny’s village? 

Imagine if Danny didn’t come to the village one day and the villagers didn’t have any fi re sti cks. What 
would they do then? How else can people make fi re without matches? In the old days, people might rub 
dry sti cks together, use fl ints (a kind of stone) to make sparks, or carry a ti nderbox (usually with a fl int 
and some very fi ne, dry wood) – but it was hard work!

Did you know?
For centuries people thought dragons really existed, especially when massive ‘dragon’ 
bones were discovered. We now know that they were actually dinosaur bones. 

There is a massive 3m (10ft ) long lizard from Indonesia that’s known as a Komodo 
dragon. It has a forked tongue but no wings, and it can’t breathe out fi re.

Dragons in Western mythology are usually fearsome monsters, but Chinese 
dragons (without wings) are associated with wisdom and good fortune.
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Chicken Licken • Worksheet answers

1. Circle the names of the animals that  
you can see in the picture on the right.

2. Put a line through the sentence that’s not correct in each of the pairs below.

A.	 The	acorn	was	scared	of	Chicken	Licken.										

B.	 Acorns	grow	on	oak	trees.

C.	 Chicken	Licken	visits	the	King.

A. C. B. 

chicken	 	 bird

mouse	 	 sheep

turkey	 	 goose

cow	 	 	 frog

fox	 	 	 	 hen

Chicken	Licken	was	scared	of	the	acorn.

Acorns	grow	on	apple	trees.

Chicken	Licken	doesn’t	visit	the	King.

4. Match the pictures with the speech bubbles.

Out of my  
way! Ouch! The sky is 

falling!

1. 2. 3. 

3. Match the two halves of each sentence.

A.	 Henny	Penny	was									

B.	 Ducky	Lucky	was

C.	 Goosey	Loosey	was

D.	 Turkey	Lurkey	was

pecking	at	the	ground.

sitting in her nest.

sitting by the henhouse.

swimming.

Usborne English
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About the story
Chicken Licken is scared of anything and everything. One day, he’s sitti  ng under a tree when an acorn 
falls on his head. Chicken Licken doesn’t see the acorn and thinks the sky must be falling. He decides he 
must warn the King. On the way to the palace, he meets Henny Penny, Cocky Locky, Ducky Lucky, Goosey 
Loosey and Turkey Lurkey. He tells each of them in turn that the sky is falling, and they all agree to go 
with him to the palace.

In the forest, they meet Foxy Loxy, who pretends to show them a shortcut to the palace. The shortcut 
turns out to be Foxy Loxy’s den. Foxy Loxy is just about to gobble them all up when an acorn falls on his 
head. He thinks the sky must really be falling, and runs away in fright. This ti me, the other animals have 
seen the acorn and realized Chicken Licken’s mistake, so they chase him all the way back to the farmyard.

Author: traditi onal, retold by Russell Punter

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 632

Lexile level: 300L

Text type:  Folk tale

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story.

p16 yelled
p18 warn
p19 thump
p28 nest
p32 pecking
p38 shortcut
p39 led
 pointed
 hole
p44 scared
p45 tunnel
p47 chased

p4 farmyard
 pond
p5 palace
 forest
 barn
p9 oak tree
p10 ti ny
 acorn
 dropped
p11 ouch!
p14 cried [meaning 

“shouted”]
p15 ground
 rushed

The story of Chicken Licken may be as much as 2,500 years old, and be based on a Buddhist fable about 
a hare who thinks that a falling fruit means the end of the world. More and more animals join the panic, 
unti l a lion understands and explains what really happened. In some versions of the story, Foxy Loxy does 
eat some or all of the other animals; in others, they manage to escape.

About the author
Russell Punter was born in Bedfordshire, England. When he was young, he enjoyed writi ng and illustrati ng 
his own stories. His ambiti on as a boy was to become a cartoonist. When he grew up, he studied art at 
college before becoming a graphic designer and writer. He has writt en over 20 children’s books. 

Key phrases
p6 Once upon a ti me
p13 The sky must be falling! [“must be” to 

indicate belief or deducti on]
p16 Out of my way!
p17 What’s the matt er?
p18 What shall we do?
p41 to gobble [something] up
p44 All he could see was...
p45 never seen again
p47 all the way home

Chicken Licken • Teacher’s notes
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Before reading
Find a picture of an acorn (or a real one if there are oak trees in your area; the best ti me to look for 
fallen acorns is in early-mid autumn) and a picture of an oak tree. Show the acorn to your students fi rst 
and see if they recognize it, and know its name and where it comes from. Then show the oak tree.

Ask students to imagine an acorn falling from an oak tree onto their heads. What would it feel like?
Now imagine how it would feel for a litt le chicken.

Show your students the cover of this book. The chicken in this story lives on a farm. Which other birds 
are kept on farms? Encourage the students to list as many as possible. Fill in the gaps if necessary so that 
the list includes hens, cockerels (roosters), ducks, geese and turkeys. You might search for pictures to 
show them, or you can look at the illustrati ons on pp2-3.

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a 
short selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

Aft er reading
Imagine that Foxy Loxy didn’t stop Chicken Licken and his friends, and that they actually told the King 
that the sky was falling. How do you think the King would react?

What do you call a story like Chicken Licken’s that isn’t actually true, but that people keep telling each 
other unti l more and more believe it? [A rumour.] How do rumours spread? Can they be a problem? 
How can you stop a rumour?

Did you know?
The Ancient Greeks thought that the sky was held up 
by a god named Atlas. Holding the sky was Atlas’ 
punishment for daring to fi ght against Zeus, the 
father of the Greek gods. There’s a mountain range 
in North Africa called the Atlas Mountains and, 
seen from a distance, it does look as though the 
mountains are holding up the sky.

p14 What would you do if you thought the sky 
was falling? 

p17 Does Henny Penny believe Chicken Licken?
p27 Why are they in such a hurry?
p35 The animals are probably scared – but 

how else do you think they feel [e.g. busy, 
important]?

p36 What does Foxy Loxy think when he sees 
the farm animals?

p45 What do the farm animals understand when 
they see the acorn fall on Foxy Loxy’s head?

pp2-3 Which of these animals look friendly? 
Which one looks frightened? Which one 
might mean trouble?

pp4-5 Where do you think Chicken Licken lives? 
Where do you think the fox lives? Which is 
the most important place on the map?

p7 How can you tell that Chicken Licken isn’t 
happy? [He looks worried; he is standing 
apart from the other animals.]

p8 What is Chicken Licken scared of on this 
page? [A mouse – his shadow – a worm.]

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

Chicken Licken • Teacher’s notes
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The Boy who cried Wolf • Worksheet answers

2. Match the speech bubbles to the pictures.

1. 2. 

1. Fill the gaps in the sentences below. Choose between all, every or ever.

A.	 	 	 	 	 day,	Sam	took	the	sheep	from	the	village	to	the	meadow.	

B.	 	 	 	 	 his	friends	were	down	in	the	village.

C.	 “Nobody	 	 	 							comes	up	here,”	moaned	Sam.

3. 4. 

All that way 
for nothing.

Come 
quickly! My sheep!

I could make 
something 
happen.

A. B. C. D. 

3. Choose the correct word from each pair to complete the sentences.

A.	 The	sheep	were		 	 	 								eating	their	grass.	(quickly/quietly)	

B.	 The	villagers	were		 	 	 	 ,	but	Sam	just	laughed.	(funny/angry)

C.	 “You	think	you’re	so		 	 	 	 				.”	(clever/bored)

D.	 A	few	days	later,	a	wolf	DID	come	out	of	the		 	 	 											.	(forest/mountains)

4. Number the sentences in story order.

A.	 Finally,	the	villagers	came	to	find	him.	

B.	 Sam	had	to	go	back	up	the	hill	all	alone.

C.	 Sam	ran	down	the	hill	as	fast	as	he	could.

D.	 “I’ve	learned	my	lesson,”	said	Sam.

E.	 Nobody	believed	him.	This	time,	they	just	laughed	at	him.

F.	 The	wolf	had	killed	some	of	the	sheep.	The	rest	had	run	away.

C

Every
All

ever

B D A

quietly
angry

clever
forest

5

4
2

6

3
1
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The Boy who cried Wolf • Teacher’s notes

About the story
Sam lives in a sleepy mountain village. Every day, his job is to take the sheep up the mountain and watch 
over them as they graze. Sam is bored and lonely, and one day he can’t resist the temptati on to create a 
litt le excitement. Running down to the village, he raises the alarm: “A wolf has come out of the forest!” 
Horrifi ed, the villagers race up the hill, only to fi nd that there is no wolf and the sheep are quite safe. 

Sam tries the trick twice more, and fewer and fewer villagers believe him – unti l the ti me a wolf really 
does come, and a desperate Sam fi nds he can’t convince anyone now that it really matt ers.

About the author
Some of the world’s best-known fables and folktales are att ributed to Aesop (e.g. The Boy who cried 
Wolf, The Fox and the Crow, The Hare and the Tortoise) as well as many familiar English expressions 
(“sour grapes”, “crying wolf” and so on). However, the writer himself remains a mystery. 

Traditi on has it that Aesop was a slave in Ancient Greece, living from around 620-564BC. He is menti oned 
by the Classical authors Aristophanes, Herodotus and Plutarch, and there are a number of biographical 
details that are impossible to confi rm – it was said, for instance, that he was physically very ugly but 
famous for his wisdom, and was given his freedom and became an adviser to kings and city-states before 
insulti ng the people of Delphi and being sentenced to death on a trumped-up charge. 

The collecti on of Aesop’s Fables has since been translated into many languages, and retold by famous 
authors including La Fontaine in France and Beatrix Pott er (The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse) 
in the UK.

Author: based on a story by Aesop

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 597

Lexile level: 250L

Text type:  Fable/folk tale

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story. 

p17 forest
p20 reached
p29 grinning
p33 furious
p35 terrifi ed
p37 begged
p43 lies
p44 fables
 Ancient Greece
p46 moral
p47 liars
 truth

 cried [meaning 
“shouted”]

p3 villagers
p6 hill
p7 meadow
p8 watched 

[meaning 
“guarded”]

p9 mutt on
 brain
p10 lonely
p14 moaned

Key phrases
p7 Here we are again
p10 Same old...
p13 they didn’t have much to say
p20 puffi  ng and panti ng
p21 All that way, for nothing
p27 We’d bett er make sure
p32 You think you’re so clever
p43 I’ve learned my lesson
p45  all around the world
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The Boy who cried Wolf • Teacher’s notes
Before reading
If you can, search online for a sound clip of a wolf howling – or you may be able to imitate a wolf-howl 
yourself. (The class may enjoy trying out their own wolf-howls too.) You could draw the curtains or pull 
down the blinds fi rst for extra atmosphere. Ask the class if they can identi fy the animal. What do they 
know about wolves? (For example: where and how they live, what they look like, what they like to eat.) 
Can they think of any wolves in stories? (Red Riding Hood, Peter and the Wolf etc.) Are these wolves 
friendly or scary?

Show students the book’s cover. What can they see in the picture? What is the boy doing? You could 
explain what a shepherd does – moving sheep from place to place and protecti ng them from danger. 
You could add that sheep oft en go to graze (eat grass) high up in the hills or mountains, in places that 
can’t be used to grow crops. 

Do they think the boy is doing a good job? (He seems not to have seen the wolf...)

p18 Why do the people run towards the wolf, 
not away from it? What are they afraid the 
wolf will do?

p22 Why are the villagers angry?
p26 Why doesn’t the man believe him?
p29 What does Sam fi nd so funny?
p33 Does anyone else fi nd it funny? [The dog]
p36 Why does no one believe him? 
p40 How do you think Sam is feeling?

p3 Why do you think it says ‘maybe’?
p6 Does Sam look happy? Do you think his dog 

has an important job?
p8 What do you think it would be like to watch 

sheep all day? Why does Sam need to watch 
them? (They might get lost, or get stuck, 
or be in danger from wild animals.)

p11  What does Sam want to do instead?
p17 Has Sam really seen a wolf?

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a 
short selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

Aft er reading
Ask the students what they think about the story’s ending. Some might feel that Sam got what he 
deserved, others might feel sorry for him because he had a lonely, boring job. What else could he have 
done to make his day more interesti ng?

Has anyone heard the expression “crying wolf” before? Now that they’ve read this story, can they guess 
what it means? Can anyone think of another example of someone pretending that something bad had 
happened, then not being believed when something bad really did happen? For example, Hilaire Belloc’s 
rhyme Mati lda tells of the litt le girl who called the fi re brigade when the house wasn’t really on fi re.  
What do students think happened when the house did catch fi re?

Look at the illustrati ons in the “About this story” secti on (pp 44-47). 
The animals in the pictures on pp44-46 appear in other Aesop’s 
fables. Can students identi fy the stories? If so, can they retell the 
stories (or any other Aesop’s fables they know) and remember the 
morals? Several are available as Usborne English Learners’ Editi ons: 
you may already have studied, or go on to study, King Donkey Ears, 
The Daydreamer, Androcles and the Lion or The Hare and the Tortoise.
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The Musicians of Bremen • Worksheet answers

2.	 Which	word	is	wrong	in	each	of	the	sentences	below?	Cross	it	out	and	write	the	
correct	word	at	the	end.

A.	 “Wait!”	called	the	rooster.	“I	hear	a	light.”		.......................

B.	 “What	do	you	see?”	answered	the	dog.		.......................

C.	 “Food	and	drink...	and	a	gang	of	animals.”	.......................

D.	 “If	maybe	we	could	get	inside,”	said	the	dog.		.......................

A.	 C.	B.	

1.	Match	the	pictures	with	the	speech	bubbles.

What are  
you doing?

Tomorrow  
I’ll be rooster 

stew!
He’s getting 

too old.

1.	 2.	 3.	

Usborne English

4.	 Answer	TRUE	or	FALSE.

A.	 The	robbers	stayed	to	fight	the	animals.		TRUE/FALSE

B.	 The	animals	ate	until	they	were	full.		TRUE/FALSE

C.	 The	robbers	wished	they	hadn’t	run	away.		TRUE/FALSE

D.	 The	robber	chief	offered	to	go	back	to	the	house.		TRUE/FALSE

E.	 The	smallest	robber	recognized	the	animals.		TRUE/FALSE

F.	 In	the	end,	the	robbers	ran	away	and	never	came	back.		TRUE/FALSE

3.	 Which	animal	goes	where?	Put	the	sentences	in	story	order.

A.	 The	cat	climbed	on	top	of	the	dog.		..........

B.	 The	donkey	stood	near	the	window.		..........

C.	 And	the	rooster	flew	on	top	of	the	cat.		..........

D.	 The	dog	leaped	on	the	donkey’s	back.		..........

B

see

AC

asked
robbers

only

2
4

1
3
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About the story
A mean farmer is mistreating his donkey, dog, cat and rooster. When he threatens to cook the rooster, 
the animals decide it’s time to run away to Bremen (a market town in north Germany), and join the town 
band. On the way they find a cottage in a spooky forest. They’re tempted by the food, drink and warmth 
inside, but first they have to contend with a band of robbers. The donkey comes up with a brilliant plan, 
and the dog, the cat and the rooster all climb onto his back and bray, bark, miaow and crow in chorus, 
successfully scaring the robbers off so that they can enjoy the feast. 

As they fall asleep, the littlest robber creeps back. It’s very dark and he can’t see the cat that scratches 
him, the dog that bites him, the donkey that kicks him and the rooster that crows. Instead, he thinks he’s 
been attacked by a witch, a man with a knife, and a big, black monster. He runs to tell the other robbers, 
and this time they’re scared off for good. As for the animals, they never make it to Bremen. They’re 
much too happy in their cottage in the woods.

Author: The Brothers Grimm, retold by Susanna Davidson

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 507

Lexile level: 200L

Text type:  Folk tale from Europe

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story. 

 Yikes!
p32 chief
p34 shining
p36 leaped
p35 coals
p38 yard
p40 screeched
p42 panted
p43 spat
 scratched
p44 stabbed
p45 beat
 club

p2 mean [meaning 
“unkind”] 
musicians

p6 rooster
p8 crowed
p10 stew
p11 master
p12 didgeridoo
p16 cottage
 crept
p18 gang
 robbers
p24 burst

Key phrases
p2 to be mean to [someone]
p7 I’ll get him [meaning “I’ll catch/kill him”]
p8 as hard as he could
p11 Oh no he’s not
 He must be stopped
p12 to run away
p14 to set off
 at once
p19 If only...
p25 Run for your lives!
p32 to go out [lights]
p41 as fast as he could
p47 they never did

About the authors
Many of our best-known fairy tales were collected and retold by the brothers Jakob and Wilhelm 
Grimm (1785-1863 and 1786-1859), from Hanau in north-west Germany. They began collecting folk tales 
originally as part of their study of the German language. The stories were published as “Children’s and 
Household Tales”, between 1812-1814, but the brothers continued to add stories and adapt existing 
ones until 1857. Today they are retold around the world in over 160 languages, as well as being the 
inspiration for countless movies, musicals, opera, ballet and other artworks.

The Musicians of Bremen • Teacher’s notes
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After reading
Ask the class why they think the animals were happy to stay at the house rather than go 
and be musicians. How did life in the house compare to life on the farm? Do you think 
they would have made good musicians? What do you think the robbers did next?

Look at pages 36 to 45 again. In the dark, the little robber thought the cat was  
a spitting, scratching witch. It’s easy to make mistakes when you can’t see!  
Ask students if they have ever had a similar experience. Can you think of 
anything else which might look different in the dark? For example,  
a car’s headlamps might look like dragon’s eyes, and so on.

Before reading
You might like to collect pictures of farm animals and musical instruments, either as prompts or to 
illustrate the activity below.

Draw three columns on the board, and write the heading “Animal noises” above the middle column. 
Write out some animal noises, including the ones from the story, in the column below (students 
may not be familiar with the English spellings). Write the heading “Farm animals” above the first 
column, ask students to name the farm animals they know in English, and write them at random in 
the first column. (Try to include the four animals in the story.) For the third column, write the heading 
“Instruments”, ask students to name instruments in English and again write them at random.

When you have made your three lists, ask students to match the animals to their noises. Then ask if 
they think any of the noises match particular instruments (there are no right or wrong answers).

Now look at the book’s cover with your students. Ask if the animals look like musicians. Ask what 
noises they make, and what instruments students think they might play.

when they say “Oh!”
p23 What do you think the animals sound like all 

together?
p22 How can you tell these men are robbers?
p27 What are the posters on the wall? Why are 

they “wanted”? Who wants them? [The 
police]

p32 Why doesn’t the robber chief go himself?
p41 How do you think the robber is feeling?
p47 In the end, the animals don’t become 

musicians. Do you think the story’s title is 
a good one, or would you change it? [You 
could say it is meant to be funny/ironic.]

pp2-3 What do you think is mean in this picture?
pp4-5 How is the man mean to the dog and cat?
p8 Do roosters normally crow at night? When 

do they crow? [Typically early in the 
morning, although they can crow during the 
day too.]

p12 Why do you think the cat chooses the violin?
 Do you know what noise does a didgerigoo 

makes? [If you can, you might like to search 
for a sound clip to play.]

p18 Look at the two speech bubbles.  
How are they different? How do you think 
the animals feel when they say “Oooh!” and 

Reading or listening 
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The first reading is in a British English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. After the story, there is a short 
selection of key phrases that can be used for pronunciation practice.

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questions.

The Musicians of Bremen • Teacher’s notes
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The Mouse’s Wedding • Worksheet answers

1. Match the sentences to the pictures.

1. 2. 

2. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A.	 They	waited	until	evening,	when...

B.	 When	they	woke	up...

C.	 The	wind	soon	rose...

D.	 After	a	while...

3. 4. 

A. B. C. D. 

A.	 “Goodness	me!”	said	Father	Mouse.	“It’s	time	you	got	married.”

B.	 “Are	we	nearly	there	yet?”

C.	 “He	makes	our	days	bright	and	warm,	and	helps	the	flowers	grow.	Let’s	ask	him.”

D.	 Once	upon	a	time,	there	was	a	family	of	mice.

...they	came	to	a	high	wall.

...the	sun	was	low	in	the	sky

...and	blew	the	cloud	away.

...there	was	the	cloud,	resting	on	the	mountain	top.

3. Match the speech bubbles with the correct characters.

I may look 
strong and 

tall...

Please let’s 
talk to the 

mouse.

Up here  
I can blow 

where I like.

You are more 
powerful than 
anyone else 

in the world...

4. Rewrite the sentences below with all the characters in the right order. 
“So	the	sun	and	the	wind	were	married	next	to	the	cloud.		
The	mice	and	the	wall	all	came	to	the	wedding...	but	not	all	at	once.”	

D

“So the mice were married next to the wall. The sun and the cloud and 
the wind all came to the wedding... but not all at once.”

BCA
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About the story
Like most fathers, Father Mouse only wants the best for his daughter. When he decides that it’s ti me for 
Miss Mouse to get married, he wants to fi nd her the best husband in the world, that is to say... the sun. 

The mouse family go to visit him – but the sun doesn’t think he is that powerful, as he can easily be 
covered up by a cloud. Father Mouse decides they must ask the cloud instead, but the cloud points out 
that it can do nothing against the wind when it blows, and the wind says that it can easily be blocked by 
a wall. The wall says, in turn, that it can do nothing to prevent a mouse from nibbling away at it. 

To Miss Mouse’s relief, the family fi nd a handsome young mouse at the foot of the wall, and Father 
Mouse is fi nally persuaded that the young mouse is the best possible husband aft er all. The two mice are 
married, and all the other characters come to the wedding.

The story is well known in Japan and also in China, in a more sinister version in which the parents marry 
their daughter to a cat, with predictable results. Originally, it probably derives from a story in the great 
ancient Indian collecti on of fables, the Panchatantra. A wise man rescues a mouse from birds of prey and 
turns her into a girl. The man and his wife bring the mouse up as a daughter, and ask the sun, the God 
of Clouds, the God of Winds and the God of Mountains to marry her, but she refuses them all. Then the 
God of Mountains advises that a mouse ought to marry a mouse, and everyone is happy.

About the author
Mairi Mackinnon has lived in Scotland, France, Italy and Spain, and worked as a teacher, translator, 
musician, bookseller, nanny, cook and bus driver before sett ling down in London, where she has writt en 
over forty books for children. She has three children of her own, fi ve or six violins, a beauti ful old piano 
and a house full of other people’s books. She also someti mes has mice, although they’re not meant to 
be there.

Author: traditi onal, retold by Mairi Mackinnon

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 610

Lexile level: 440L

Text type:  Folk tale

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story. 

p22 blows
p24 crumbs
p25 rose [past part. 

of “rise”]
p34 nibbling
 dust
p37 mousehole
p43 suppose
p46 wedding

p3 handsome
p6 anymore [or 

“any more”]
p7 pack
 journey
p8 powerful
p16 cover
 block
 warmth
p19 resti ng

Key phrases
p7 Goodness me!
p16 There’s nothing I can do
p22 to push [something] around
p30 to set off 

The Mouse’s Wedding • Teacher’s notes
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Before reading
Ask the class to think about what (in their opinion) makes a perfect husband. 

You could write a heading ‘The perfect husband’ on the board. Decorate it, if you like, with bells and 
other wedding symbols. Then draw two big, interlocking circles to form a simple Venn diagram. Explain 
that one circle is for a bride-to-be, the other is for her father. Ask half the class to imagine they are the 
bride-to-be. What words might she use to describe her perfect husband? Write the words in her circle. 
Ask the other half to imagine they are the father. What words might he use to describe the kind of man 
he’d like his daughter to marry? Write those words in his circle. See if there are any words in common, 
and if so, move those words to the interlocking secti on. You may want to discuss some of the diff erent 
words that have come up, and explore any diff erence of opinion.

Show the class the book over and explain that this story is about a father who wants the very best for his 
daughter. Who do they think will have the best idea of the perfect husband – daughter or parents?

p20 How would you describe Father Mouse? 
[Students might fi nd positi ve things to say, 
e.g. determined, loves his daughter; or 
negati ve – he’s a litt le foolish!] 

p25 Is the wind really stronger than a cloud?
p29 What do you think Mother Mouse and Miss 

Mouse are thinking by now?
p33 Can you guess who could be more powerful 

than a wall?
p36 Why is Miss Mouse so keen to talk to the 

mouse?
p39 Does the mouse think he’s powerful?
p47 Why couldn’t they all come at once?

pp4-5 The picture is shown stuck onto something –
what do you think it is? What other pictures 
might you fi nd in it? How old do you think 
Miss Mouse is in the picture?

p6 How old do you think Miss Mouse is now? 
How old do people in your country have to 
be to ride a motorbike or scooter?

p8 Why does Father Mouse want to fi nd his 
daughter a powerful husband? Do you think 
it’s odd for them to go on a journey?

p11 Do you think the sun will say yes? Why not?
p16 Do you think a cloud is more powerful than 

the sun?

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a 
short selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

Aft er reading
Ask the students if they enjoyed the story. Imagine Father Mouse met the handsome mouse fi rst. 
What might have happened then? 

Do you think Miss Mouse was pleased with how things turned out? 
Why do you think she didn’t tell her father that she wanted to 
marry a mouse in the fi rst place?

Imagine the sun, cloud, wind and wall each gave a personal 
wedding present to the married couple. What might the diff erent 
presents be? [e.g. good weather for the honeymoon from the sun, 
a sailing trip from the wind, a new house from the wall, and so on.]

The Mouse’s Wedding • Teacher’s notes
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1. Match the descriptions to the different types of dinosaurs in the pictures.

A.	 Some	dinosaurs	walked	
on	two	legs.	

1. 2. 3. 

4. Choose the right words from the box to complete the sentences.

A.	 Tyrannosaurus	had	huge	................................	to	crunch	and	munch	bones.

B.	 Velociraptors	had	sharp	................................	to	grip	their	victims.

C.	 Triceratops	had	................................		to	scare	off	attackers.

D.	 Ankylosaurus	had	thick	................................	and	a		................................	on	its	tail.

3. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A.	 Dinosaurs...

B.	 Pterosaurs...

C.	 Plesiosaurs...

...splashed	and	swam	in	the	sea.

...lived	on	the	land.

...looped	and	swooped	in	the	sky.

5. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A.	 We	know	almost	everything	about	dinosaurs.

B.	 Experts	find	out	about	dinosaurs	by	watching	movies.

C.		 Fossils	are	bones	that	have	turned	to	stone.

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

2. The word “dinosaur” means:

A.	 incredible	creature

B.	 enormous	monster

C.	 terrible	lizard

D.	 prehistoric	animal

B.	 Some	had	bony	plates. C.	 Some	had	spiny	backs.

plates										horns										teeth										club										claws

Dinosaurs • Worksheet answers
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About the book
This book introduces the incredible world of the dinosaurs, starti ng with an overview of diff erent types 
of dinosaurs and what they looked like. We meet both well-known dinosaur types and less familiar ones, 
and there are vivid and detailed illustrati ons throughout the book.

We learn about the environment dinosaurs lived in, and some of the creatures they shared it with. 
The book goes on to compare plant-eaters (herbivores) and meat-eaters (carnivores), and looks at how 
diff erent dinosaurs hunted and defended themselves, and how baby dinosaurs were born. 

There is a descripti on of how the dinosaurs disappeared, and why scienti sts think this might have 
happened. Now we learn about dinosaurs from their fossilised bones, but there is sti ll a lot that we don’t 
know. At the end is a dinosaur ti meline, showing when diff erent dinosaurs featured in the book lived.

About the author
Conrad Mason grew up in Oxford, where he came face to face with a full-size Tyrannosaurus rex skeleton 
in the Museum of Natural History. He studied Ancient Greek and Lati n at Cambridge, and now lives in 
London, where he has writt en everything from quizzes to travel arti cles, history books and stories. In his 
spare ti me he likes reading, and playing the mandolin.

Author: Conrad Mason

Reader level: Intermediate

Word count: 519

Lexile level: 380L

Text type:  Non-fi cti on (science – natural history)

p18 plesiosaur
splashed

p20 herbivore
p22 carnivore
p25 huge

crunch
munch
ti ny

p27 sharp
claws
victi ms

p28 escaped
p29 horns

att ackers
spikes

p2 millions
incredible
creatures
Earth

p4 terrible
lizard

p6 spiny
bony

p7 crest
p9 noise
p12 modern-day
p16 pterosaur

looped
swooped

Key words
Dinosaur names can be tricky to pronounce. You can hear how the names are pronounced online at 
www.usborne.com/englishlearnersediti ons
Your students might not be familiar with some other words, which are important in the book. 

p30 indeed
club

p31 thump
p33 nest

laid
p35 went off 
p37 disappeared
p38 space
p39 dust
p42 experts

fi nd out
fossils
turned to

p44 Triassic
period

p45 Jurassic
Cretaceous

p46 glossary
sti ck up

Dinosaurs • Teacher’s notes
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p33 What kinds of animals lay eggs today? 
[Birds, repti les, insects.]

pp36-37  Can you see any animals in the picture 
that are sti ll living on Earth today? [Iguana, 
snail, butt erfl y, crocodile. The small animals 
on the right are Alphadon and Didelphodon, 
similar to today’s badgers and opossums.]

p40 Why do you think we don’t know what their 
skin looked like?

p43 Have you ever seen a fossil? What was it? 
What did it look like?

p46 Are there any other words you think it 
would be good to have in the glossary?

p7 Does anyone know why these dinosaurs 
might have had crests?

p13 Try saying this name quickly without 
stopping or making a mistake.

p16 Are pterosaurs dinosaurs? [Technically, no, 
they count as a diff erent class of prehistoric 
animal, as do plesiosaurs and ichthyosaurs.]

p23 Are all these dinosaurs carnivores? Which 
one do you think is not? [Saurolophus.]

p31 What are the main ways dinosaurs could 
make sure they weren’t eaten? [Running 
away fast, or having defences such as horns, 
spikes, plates or a club tail.]

Before reading
Dinosaurs are a passion for many young children, especially boys, so you may fi nd that some of your 
students already know a good deal about them. You could use either pictures or models to introduce the 
subject, and draw up a K-W-L chart (“What I Know”, “What I Want to know”, “What I Learned”), taking 
suggesti ons from the class to fi ll in the fi rst two columns. You could incorporate the following questi ons, 
which are answered in the book:
What does the word “dinosaur” mean?
Dinosaurs lived on land. What kind of creatures lived in the sea? [As well as plesiosaurs, students might 
menti on pliosaurs and ichthyosaurs.]
What is the scienti fi c name for animals that eat meat?
How long did dinosaurs live on Earth?
How do experts fi nd out about dinosaurs today?

Aft er reading
You could use the book as a starti ng point for topic work.
Students could research and create their own fact cards 
or minibooks about dinosaurs. If you have a local museum 
with any dinosaur exhibits, encourage students to visit, 
or you could even organise a class trip.

Why are people sti ll so fascinated by dinosaurs? 
Together, think of all the dinosaurs you know from 
picture books or story books, on TV or in movies. 
See how many students have or had dinosaur toys 
or models at home – perhaps they could bring 
them in to show and tell.

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a 
short selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

Dinosaurs • Teacher’s notes
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The Little Red Hen • Worksheet answers

A.	 The	field	is	............................................... 
the barn.

B.	 The	farmhouse	is	.....................................	
the	barn	and	the	hen	house.

C.	 The	duck	pond	is	.....................................
the	bakehouse.

D.	 The	farmhouse	is	.....................................	
the	river.

2. Match the speech bubbles to the animals in the pictures.

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

3. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A.	 The	hen	ground	the	flour	into	wheat.

B.	 The	hen	made	the	bread	by	herself.

C.	 The	cat	helped	the	hen	to	eat	the	bread.

4. Put the sentences in story order, numbering them from 1 to 6.

A.	 The	hen	baked	the	bread.	___

B.	 The	hen	ground	the	wheat	into	flour.	___

C.	 The	hen	planted	the	wheat.	___

D.	 The	hen	ate	the	bread.	___

E.	 The	hen	cut	the	wheat	down.	___

F.	 The	hen	made	the	flour	into	bread.	___

Squeak! Hide! It’s 
the little red 

Meow!

1. 

A. B. C. 

2. 3. 4. 

D. 

Quack!

Map of the farm

Barn

Farmhouse

Hen house

Duck pond

Bakehouse

Mill

Field

1. Look at the map, then choose the right word to fill the gaps in the sentences.

near										opposite										next	to									between

BADC

5

4
2

6

1
3

next to

between

opposite

near
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About the story
The Litt le Red Hen lives on a farm and has three friends: a cat, a rat and a duck. One day, she fi nds some 
wheat and asks her friends to help her plant it, but each of the friends refuses. The Litt le Red Hen plants 
and cares for the wheat herself, unti l it is ti me to harvest the grain. Again, each of her friends refuses, 
and again when it is ti me to grind the wheat into fl our, and make the fl our into bread. Suddenly, though, 
they smell the delicious baking bread, and are very keen to help her eat it. This ti me, however, the Litt le 
Red Hen is only too happy to eat the bread all by herself!

The story itself is an old folk tale which probably originated in Russia.

About the author
Susanna Davidson has writt en over 50 books for children, including retellings of fairy tales, folk tales and 
children’s classics as well as history, biography and natural history. She grew up in the Surrey countryside 
surrounded by all kinds of animals, from parakeets and terrapins to rats, rabbits and snakes. She now 
lives in London, writi ng about animals rather than living with them.

Author: traditi onal folk tale, retold by Susanna Davidson

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 479

Lexile level: 360L

Text type:  Folk tale

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story.

p12 cried [meaning 
“exclaimed”]

 fl uff ed
p13 plant
p15 Fine! [as a 

response or retort]
p16 pecked
p17 dropped
p18 shoots
p25 grind
p37 baked

There are also some 
specialized words in 
the bread recipe on 
pp46-47. If you are 
going to use the recipe, 
make sure that students 
know words such as yeast, 
sift s, hollow, dough etc.

p2 pond
p3 barn
 mill
 bakehouse
p5 bright
p7 glossy
p8 noisy
p10 juicy
p11 grains
 wheat

Key phrases
p4 Once upon a ti me
p14 Not I [very correct but rather 

old-fashioned; “Not me” would be 
more usual]

p16 What a waste of ti me
p17 One by one
 all through the winter
p21 At last
p24 without any... at all
p43 Oh no you won’t
p44 all by myself

Usborne English
The Little Red Hen • Teacher’s notes
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p25 Can you guess what her friends will say?
p31 Is it easy to grind wheat into fl our? Think of 

some words to describe the Litt le Red Hen.
pp32-33  Where is the Litt le Red Hen now? 

What can you see in the picture?
p37 What do the Litt le Red Hen’s friends look 

like now? Do you think they will say “Not I” 
this ti me?

p45 Can you think of some words to describe 
the Litt le Red Hen? How about her friends?

pp2-3 What are all the diff erent buildings on the 
map used for?

pp12-13  What does the Litt le Red Hen want to 
do with the wheat? Do her friends look 
interested?

p16 Why does the rat think planti ng the wheat 
is a waste of ti me?

p21 What are the Litt le Red Hen’s friends 
doing now? Do you think they will help her 
this ti me?

Before reading
The Litt le Red Hen is an excellent story to ti e into topic work on either seeds and plants or food 
producti on. Try and source appropriate images for all of the stages below.

You might start by showing students a loaf of bread, either an actual loaf or an image. See if, together, 
you can work backwards through the stages of producti on: baking, fl our, milling, wheat, harvesti ng, 
growing, seeds (grains of wheat).

Show students the cover of the book. They may already be familiar with the story. Which animals can 
they see on the cover? Which animals are doing something to help make bread? Do students think the 
others will help out in the story?

Aft er reading
Ask students: do they think it was fair that the Litt le Red Hen ate all the bread? 
Would it be bett er to teach the others a lesson, or to share with them? What would you do?

If you have cooking faciliti es, you could try following the recipe on pp46-47 and making bread 
yourselves.

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a short 
selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

The Little Red Hen • Teacher’s notes
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A.	 “I’ll	help!”	called	Jack.	

1.  2. 3. 

The Enormous Turnip • Worksheet answers

1. Match the words to the pictures.

2. Put the words in the box on the right into the correct sentences.

A.	 The	farmer	went	to	his	__________.										

B.	 The	turnip	had	big	green	__________.

C.	 “I’ll	help,”	called	the	farmer’s	__________.

D.	 They	tugged	until	they	were	red	in	the	__________.

face

wife

field

leaves

4. Put the sentences in story order, numbering them from 1 to 6.

A.	 The	farmer	let	go	of	the	turnip	leaves...	____

B.		 She	let	go	of	the	farmer.	____

C.	 The	dog	ripped	Jack’s	shirt.	____

3. Put a line through the sentence that’s not correct in each of the pairs below.

A.	 The	farmer	grabbed	the	dog.					

B.	 Jack	held	the	turnip	leaves.

C.	 “Woof!”	barked	the	farmer’s	dog.

D.	 The	bird	pecked	Jack’s	shirt.

The	farmer	grabbed	the	turnip	leaves.

Jack	held	his	mother’s	skirt.

“Woof!”	barked	the	farmer’s	wife.

The	bird	pecked	the	cat’s	tail.

B.	 They	all	fell	over. C.	 The	farmer	tugged		
at	the	turnip.

D.	 ...and	they	all	fell	over.	____

E.	 Jack	tore	his	mother’s	skirt.	____

F.	 The	cat	bit	the	dog’s	tail.	____

5. Read pages 40-45, then answer TRUE or FALSE.

A.	 The	farmer	was	sad.

B.	 They	made	lots	of	turnip	soup.

C.	 They	ate	carrots	for	breakfast.

D.	 The	farmer	doesn’t	like	turnips	any	more.

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

Usborne English
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About the story
A farmer goes to pick a turnip from his fi eld. He chooses a fi ne-looking one, and tries to pull it up but it 
just won’t move. His wife comes to help but the turnip sti ll won’t move. His son joins them, and then the 
dog. When a cat bites the dog’s tail, they all collapse. Only when a bird joins the eff ort does the turnip 
fi nally begin to sti r. It turns out to be enormous. The farmer and his family have more turnip to eat than 
they could ever have wanted, and the farmer decides ruefully to plant carrots the next year.

The story is a folk tale from Russia and was fi rst published in 1865. The most familiar version is the one 
retold by Alexei Tolstoy.

Author: Alexei Tolstoy, adapted by Kati e Daynes

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 410

Lexile level: 290L

Text type:  Folk tale

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story. 

p28 brushed
 dirt
p29 past
p30  pecked
p38 popped
 ground
p40 yawning
p42 soup
p45 growing
p46 Count

 enormous
 turnip
p6 huge
p8 tugged
p11 called [meaning 

“shouted”]
p12 hugged
 grabbed
p19  barked
 raced
p24 ripped
 tore
 yelp

Key phrases
p10 puffi  ng and panti ng
p18 red in the face
p22 as hard as they could
p25 to let go of [something]
p27 to fall over
p28 once more
p38 At last
p40 Time for bed
 with a smile on his face
p41 to chop up

About the author
Alexei Tolstoy’s full name was Count Alexei Konstanti novich Tolstoy. He was born in St Petersburg, Russia, 
in 1817. His second cousin, Leo Tolstoy, was the famous author whose novels included War and Peace 
and Anna Karenina. As a young man, Alexei worked in the Russian Embassy in Germany, 
and then for the Tsar’s Chancery (the administrati ve department responsible 
for, among other things, state security) back in Russia. 

In 1855, Tolstoy went to fi ght in the Crimean War, where he contracted 
typhus fever. He was nursed back to health by a woman named Sofi a, 
whom he went on to marry. He enjoyed writi ng throughout his life, 
and his published works range from sati rical poems and historical 
novels to a vampire story and plays. 

The Enormous Turnip • Teacher’s notes
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Before reading
If you can, try bringing a real turnip into the classroom, or otherwise look for a picture. Show the turnip 
to your students – let them hold it and pass it around – and see if anyone knows what it is. (Store-bought 
turnips are usually sold with their leaves trimmed, so it may not look exactly like the turnip on the book’s 
cover.) If they don’t know the name, they may well know or guess what it is used for. Has anyone eaten 
turnip before? What kinds of recipes have turnip in them?

Talk about where turnips come from. You could show a photo of turnips growing in a fi eld (with only the 
leaves showing).

Look at the book’s cover with your students. Ask what the characters are doing. Why are they struggling 
with this parti cular turnip?

p30 Do you think the bird is helping?
p35 What are some other words for very big?
p38 How does everyone feel now?
p43 Do the family like turnip soup? How can you 

tell?
p45 What does the family think about turnip 

soup for breakfast? Can you think of 
anything else they can make with the rest 
of the turnip?

pp4-5 Who can you see in the picture? Are all the 
people on pp2-3 shown here?

p9 What do you think the farmer needs?
p10 When do people puff  and pant?
p16 What’s the dog doing in this picture? Can you 

see the rabbits? What are they trying to do?
p18 Why are they red in the face?
p24 How do the farmer, his wife, Jack and the 

dog look? How does the cat look?

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a short 
selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

Aft er reading
Can students think of other examples where a group of people have managed to do something that one 
person couldn’t do alone?

You could ask them: have you ever grown your own vegetables? Did any of them grow really big? 
Did they taste good?

Read pages 46-47, About the author.
Ask the students about an author (or authors) they really like. What has the author 
writt en, and why do they like him or her? Would they like to be an author one day? 
Would they prefer to write for grown-ups or for children? 

You could play a game where you make up story ti tles. Write down some 
food items on pieces of paper or card, and adjecti ves on other pieces (use 
two diff erent colours, or mark one set of cards). The adjecti ves don’t have 
to be food-related – you’ll get more entertaining results if they are quite 
incongruous, e.g. The Hairy Chocolate Bar. Turn the cards upside down, 
then take turns drawing one card from each set to make up a ti tle. 
Students could try designing covers and writi ng story summaries 
for the best ti tles.

The Enormous Turnip • Teacher’s notes
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The Gingerbread Man • Worksheet answers

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

TRUE/FALSE

4. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A.	 The	fox	didn’t	want	to	eat	the	gingerbread	man.

B.	 The	fox	climbed	up	the	gingerbread	man.

C.	 The	gingerbread	man	fell	into	the	water.

D.	 The	fox	ate	the	gingerbread	man.

1. Match the words to the pictures.

A.	 One	thing	made	them	sad.	They	had	no	children.

B.	 A	little	old	woman	and	a	little	old	man	lived	on	a	farm.

C.	 Most	of	the	time	they	were	happy.

1. 2. 3. 

2. Put the sentences in story order, numbering them from 1 to 6.

A.	 She	mixed	the	dough.	___

B.	 The	little	old	woman	decided	to	make	a	
gingerbread	boy.	___

C.	 She	could	smell	hot	gingerbread.	___

D.	 She	gave	him	eyes,	a	mouth	and		
buttons.	___

E.	 She	cut	out	a	shape.	___

F.	 She	put	him	in	the	oven	to	bake.	___

3. Match the two halves of each sentence.

A.		 Run,	run...	 	 	 	 ...I’m	the	gingerbread	man!

B.		 You	can’t	catch	me...	 	 	 ...from	you	too.

C.		 I	can	run	away...	 	 	 ...as	fast	as	you	can.

5. Match the words to the numbers or fractions below.

A.		A	quarter	 B.		Half	 C.		Three	quarters	 	 D.		All	gone

	 0	 ¼	 ¾	 ½	

ACB

4
3

6

5
1

2

D BCA
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About the story
A litt le old woman and a litt le old man are sad because they don’t have any children. The old woman 
decides to make a boy out of gingerbread, but as soon as he’s cooked, he jumps out of the oven and runs 
away. First the woman and the old man, then a whole stream of other people and animals chase aft er 
the gingerbread man. He runs on and teases them with a chant (“Run, run, as fast as you can...”), unti l 
he reaches a river he can’t cross. A cunning fox off ers to help. As the water rises higher up the fox’s body, 
the gingerbread man jumps from the fox’s tail to his back to his head, unti l – in four bites – the fox eats 
him up.

The story itself is an old folk tale, fi rst seen in print in an American magazine in 1875. It has similariti es 
to other European folktales such as The Runaway Pancake, but the Gingerbread Man’s defi ant song is 
unique to the story and always very popular with children.

Author: Traditi onal, retold by Mairi Mackinnon

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 533

Lexile level: 440L

Text type:  Folk tale

Key phrases
p4 Once upon a ti me
p17 as fast as you can
p18 you look good
p20 down the road
p37 I’ll take you across
p45 Snap! went the fox
 a quarter gone
p46 half gone
p47 three quarters gone
 that was the end of

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story. 

p14 ran away
p18 past
p36 cross
p 41 climb
p42 creeping
p47 gulp

 gingerbread
p8 decided
p9 mixed
 dough
 shape
p10 butt ons
p11 oven
 bake

About the author
Mairi Mackinnon has lived in Scotland, France, Italy and 
Spain, and worked as a teacher, translator, musician, 
bookseller, nanny, cook and bus driver before sett ling 
down in London, where she has writt en over 
forty books for children. She has three children 
of her own, fi ve or six violins, a beauti ful 
old piano and a house full of other 
people’s books. She likes cooking, 
especially baking, but none of her 
gingerbread people have ever 
yet tried to run away.

Usborne English
The Gingerbread Man • Teacher’s notes
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Before reading
You might like to bring in a real gingerbread man – or even a number that you can then share out at the 
end of the class. Otherwise, look for a picture. Do students know what they are made of? They might 
not know the English word, “gingerbread”. Have they seen other kinds of gingerbread shapes? How 
about gingerbread ladies, teddy bears, Christmas trees or fl owers? What can be used to decorate them? 
(For example, candy, icing, chocolate...) Do they like gingerbread? When do they usually eat it?

Look at the book’s cover with your students. They may already be familiar with the story. Ask what the 
gingerbread man is doing, where he’s going. Do the students know any other stories with food characters? 
Ask what they would do if they saw a gingerbread man running by – would they try to catch him?

p32 Why is the teacher blowing her whistle? 
Does she want to stop the gingerbread 
man... or the children?

p35 Do you think anyone will catch the 
gingerbread man? 

p36 What will happen if the gingerbread man 
gets wet?

p46 What do you think all the people and 
animals on the bank are thinking?

p47 Can you think of some words to describe 
the fox? How about the gingerbread man?

p8 Why does the litt le old woman want to 
make a gingerbread man?

p14 How do the old man and the old woman 
feel when the gingerbread man runs away?

p21 Why doesn’t the gingerbread man want to 
stop?

p23 Encourage the students to join in with the 
chant as they become more familiar with it.

p30 What would happen if a gingerbread man 
ran past your playground? Do you think you 
could catch him?

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a 
short selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

The Gingerbread Man • Teacher’s notes

Aft er reading
You could ask your students: do you like the story? Do you think the 
old woman will make another gingerbread man? How could she 
stop him from running away?

Some of the students may feel sorry for the gingerbread man. 
Perhaps they will want to explore the idea of whether he was 
‘real’ or not and what that means. You could consider the 
story of Pinocchio: although he could walk and talk as a 
puppet, it was only at the end that he became a real boy.

The downloadable worksheet for this ti tle has a recipe 
for gingerbread men. If you have cooking faciliti es, you 
may like to try this with your class. 

You could also try using collage to make and decorate 
pictures of gingerbread men.
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The Three Little Pigs • Worksheet answers

2. Choose between straw, sti cks and bricks to complete these sentences.

A. First they met a man selling ....................... .

B. Sti cks are bett er than ....................... .

C. Bricks are bett er than ....................... and ....................... .

D. ...but ....................... are so heavy.

1. Match the pictures with the speech bubbles.

I am a 
clever pig.

My house is 
the best

of all!

Build strong, 
safe houses!

Usborne English

4. Answer TRUE or FALSE.

A. Pinky’s house was the best of all.  TRUE/FALSE

B. The straw house had three walls.  TRUE/FALSE

C. Percy bought some sti cks.  TRUE/FALSE

D. The brick house was fi nished last.  TRUE/FALSE

E. The wolf blew the brick house down in the end.  TRUE/FALSE

3. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A. “We want homes...    ...on our chinny-chin-chins.”

B. “Litt le pigs, litt le pigs...   ...and I’ll blow your house in.”

C. “Not by the hairs...    ...let me come in.”

D. “Then I’ll huff  and I’ll puff ...   ...of our own.”

1. 2. 3. 4. 

The wolf 
can’t catch 

me now.

A. B. C. D. 

D

straw
sticks
sticks

bricks
straw

BA C
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About the story
The three litt le pigs, Pinky, Percy and Poppy, have grown too big for the litt le house where they live with 
their mother. They set out to build homes of their own, with some sound advice from Mother Pig: build 
strong, safe houses and watch out for the Big Bad Wolf. The wolf is never far behind as the pigs make 
their way in the world. First, Pinky builds a house of straw, then Percy builds a house of sti cks, and fi nally 
Poppy builds a house of bricks. All the pigs are very pleased with their hard work and their new homes.

The wolf arrives at the straw house and asks to come in. When Pinky refuses, he huff s and puff s unti l the 
house blows down and Pinky runs to shelter in Percy’s sti ck house. More huffi  ng and puffi  ng blows that 
down too, and both pigs take refuge in Poppy’s brick house. No amount of huffi  ng and puffi  ng can blow 
her house down, so the wolf tries to jump in through the chimney. Luckily, the three pigs are ready. The 
Big Bad Wolf lands in Poppy’s cooking pot, the pigs slam on the lid and that’s the end of him.

The fi rst writt en versions of the story appeared in England in the 1840s, but the story itself is thought to 
be much older. A very similar folktale from Dartmoor in south west England has three pixies living in a 
wooden house, a “stonen” house and an iron house. Both the wooden and stone houses are destroyed 
by a fox, but the iron house stands strong and the pixie is able to outwit the fox in the end.

About the author
Susanna Davidson has writt en over 50 books for children. She grew up in the 
Surrey countryside, in a strong brick house, surrounded by all kinds of animals, 
from parakeets and terrapins to rats, rabbits and snakes (no wolves, though). 
She now lives in London, writi ng about animals rather than living with them.

Author: Traditi onal, retold by Susanna Davidson

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 516

Lexile level: 400L

Text type: English folk tale

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story. 

p46 slid
 chimney
 cooking pot
p47 slammed
 lid

p6 build
p7 wolf
p10 straw
p14 grand
p15 sti cks
p22 bricks
p32  just behind
p45 cried [meaning 
     “called out”]
 roof

Key phrases
p5 homes of our own
p6 to pack your bags
p7 Watch out for...
p8 to trot along/trot on
p21 At last
p27  the best of all
p29 not by the hair on my chinny-chin-chin

[phrase is specifi c to this story]
p30 to huff  and puff 

to blow [something] in
p32 as fast as he could
p44 to run out of
p45 I’m coming to get you
p47 the end of [somebody or something]

The Three Little Pigs • Teacher’s notes
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Aft er reading
Ask the students if they feel sorry for the wolf. What would he have done if he’d managed to reach the 
litt le pigs? Do they think the three pigs will be happy living together? What might Pinky and Percy do 
diff erently if they decide to build new houses for themselves?

The class may enjoy acti ng out the roles of the wolf and the pigs. Encourage them to think about the 
characters, and to add their own dialogue - why does Pinky use straw for his house, for example, is it 
because he wants to fi nish fi rst or build quickly? Why would that be?

Did you know?
Most pigs have hardly any hair on their chins. It’s possible that one early 
version of this story was about goats, who do have litt le beards. In folklore, 
beards are powerful and important symbols. Men would promise something 
on their beards. In this case, “Not by the hair on my chinny-chin-chin,” is a 
way of saying, “No way!”

Before reading
You might like to collect pictures of animals and their homes, for example hen and hen house, rabbit and 
hutch, pig and pigsty, horse and stable. Note that some animals live mainly in the open, e.g. sheep and 
goats. Alternati vely, do simple drawings of animal homes around the board.

Show students the pictures of homes, and see whether they can match them to the animal that lives 
there. You could make this a quiz acti vity and divide the class into teams.

Ask students what pigs’ homes are like. These days there are oft en metal, semi-circular pigsti es in open 
fi elds as well as stone, wooden and brick ones in farmyards. Why do pigs need homes? [Mostly for 
shelter from the cold and shade from the sun, but also for having their babies and keeping the piglets 
safe.] You could menti on that mother pigs have between 5 and 14 piglets at a ti me (called a litt er). The 
piglets grow to full size in three to four years.

Show students the book’s cover. What are the three pigs carrying, and why? [Bundles of their belongings, 
to show that they are leaving home.] Can you see anyone else in the picture?

[Cement to hold the bricks together.] 
p28 Why is the wolf covered in bandages? Can 

you see how all his accidents happened?
p29 Would you let a wolf into your house?
p30 Is blowing normally a good way to get into 

someone’s house? Does it work here?
p36 Here, “he huff ed and he puff ed” is 

repeated. What does this tell you?
p44 Why can’t the wolf blow this house down?
 How do you think he’s feeling by now?
p47 How do the three litt le pigs feel at the end?

p3 Do pigs normally live in houses like this?
 Noti ce the bird family in the tree, and see if 

you can spot them throughout the book.
pp8-9 Can you see the wolf? Are the pigs watching 

out for him? 
p14 What do you think of Pinky’s house?
p17 How would you describe the wolf so far in 

this story? [Unlucky, clumsy, careless...]
p18 Do you think sti cks are bett er than straw?
p24 Is it just bricks that make Poppy’s house so 

strong? What’s the white stuff  in the bucket? 

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a short 
selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

The Three Little Pigs • Teacher’s notes
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The Leopard and the Sky God • Worksheet answers

2. Match the speech bubbles or thought bubbles to the pictures.

1. 2. 

1. Read pages 4-9, then answer the questions.

A.	 Who	lived	in	the	forest?

B.	 Who	lived	high	up	above?

C.	 Who	heard	a	wonderful	sound?

D.	 Who	was	playing	a	great	big	drum?

3. 4. 

I’ll borrow 
it when he 

goes hunting.

Leopard 
won’t let me 
play his drum.

Hello, 
Leopard.

Come on, 
share it.

A. B. C. D. 

3. Which animal is he or she? Write the name of the animal after the sentence.

A.	 He	showed	his	long	teeth	and	sharp	claws.

B.	 He	shook	and	shook	the	tree,	but	he	couldn’t	shake	the	leopard	out.

C.	 “Have	you	seen	the	Sky	God’s	drum?”	she	asked.

D.	 He	rolled	the	drum	along	the	ground,	and	crawled	inside.

4. Match the two halves of the sentence.

A.	 The	Sky	God...

B.	 The	leopard...

C.	 The	tortoise...

D.	 The	Sky	God...

...didn’t	want	the	drum	any	more.

...wanted	a	shell	on	her	body.

...was	very	pleased.

...loved	his	drum.

C

The animals
The Sky God

The Sky God
The leopard

D A B

Leopard
Elephant

Tortoise
Leopard



© 2011 Usborne Publishing Ltd. Not for commercial use.

About the story
In this tale of long ago, the animals are living in the forest, with the Sky God high up above. One day, the 
Sky God hears the wonderful sound of drumbeats, and steps down to fi nd the leopard playing a splendid 
new drum. But Leopard won’t let anyone else play his drum, not even the Sky God. The other animals 
off er to help, and fi rst the python and then the elephant try to persuade Leopard; but he refuses, and 
carries the drum up into a tree where not even the elephant can shake him out.

Then the tortoise off ers to help. Not only is she smaller than all the others, she doesn’t even have a hard 
shell, and nobody believes she’ll succeed. Tortoise tells Leopard that the Sky God has an even bigger 
drum, one that he can climb right inside. Leopard tries to do the same, and Tortoise quickly seals the 
drum and rolls it along to the Sky God. Now the queasy leopard is only too happy to let the Sky God have 
the drum, and Tortoise is inspired to ask for a hard shell to protect herself. The Sky God is delighted with 
his drum, and can sti ll be heard playing it to this day in thundery weather.

The story comes from the Asante or Ashanti  kingdom, in what is now Ghana in West Africa. The Asante 
were powerful and successful traders of gold and ivory, who resisted English colonial dominati on unti l 
the very end of the nineteenth century. Their chiefs, known as Paramount chiefs, wore robes made of 
disti ncti ve Kente cloth, with geometric patt erns of golden yellow and red, blue and black. The Asante 
used “talking drums” which imitated the rhythms and tones of speech to communicate over distances 
of over 200 miles or 300km.

About the author
Mairi Mackinnon has lived in Scotland, France, Italy and Spain, and worked as a teacher, translator, 
musician, bookseller, nanny, cook and bus driver before sett ling down in London, where she has writt en 
over forty books for children. She has three children of her own, fi ve or six violins, a beauti ful old piano 
and a house full of other people’s books.

Author: traditi onal, retold by Mairi Mackinnon

Reader level: Lower Intermediate

Word count: 533

Lexile level: 230L

Text type:  Fable/folk tale from Africa

Key words
Your students might not be familiar with some 
of these words, which are important in the story.

p23 scared
p28 shook
p30 shell
p36 climbed
p37 ground
p39 cooking pot
p40 clapped [meaning 

“suddenly put”]
p41 rolled

p3 python
p4 forest
p7 leaned
p13 share
p14 hunti ng
p19 growled
p21 roared
 claws
p22 slithered

Key phrases
p12 to shake your head
p15 to keep your eye on [something]
p27 Leave me alone!
p34 Oh yes he does
p38 Right inside

The Leopard and the Sky God • Teacher’s notes
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Before reading
If you can, bring a drum into the class, preferably an African-type drum that you can hold and hit with 
your hands. (If you can’t fi nd an actual drum, you may be able to fi nd video clips online; or you could 
improvise with a box or container.) Stand or sit with the drum in front of the class, and ask the students 
to describe how you are playing it. You are parti cularly looking for the words “loud” and “soft ”, “high” 
(lift  it off  the ground) and “low” (hold it down below your knees), but any adverbs and their opposites 
are good. 

Invite some of the students to play the drum themselves to elicit more descripti ve words. Explain that 
the Asante people in West Africa used drums to beat out messages over long distances. Ask how they 
might play it to show they were angry? Or sad? That something exciti ng was happening?

Show the class the cover of the book. Which animal has a drum here? What do the students think a Sky 
God is, and what could he do? Identi fy the Sky God, and point out that he is dressed as an African chief.

p31 What’s so funny about the tortoise trying to 
get the drum?

p32 What’s diff erent about the way the tortoise 
talks to the leopard? [e.g. “Mr. Leopard”]

p35 How would you describe what the tortoise is 
doing? [clever, cunning, tricking the leopard]

p37 Why does the leopard get inside?
p42 How does the leopard feel? Why has he 

changed his mind?
p46 What makes a drumming sound when the 

weather is stormy?

p4 Which animals can you see in the picture?
p8 How do you think the leopard feels about his 

drum?
p11 Why does the Sky God want to try the drum?
 Do you know anyone who says “It’s mine” 

and refuses to share?
p15 Why does the leopard keep his eye on the 

drum?
p23 Is the leopard dangerous? What does the 

python think he might do?
p25 Why do you think the leopard is in a tree?

During reading: you might like to ask some of these questi ons.

Reading or listening
You can listen to the story on CD or read it aloud to the students, take turns to read or read together 
silently. Each double page spread in the book is one track on the CD, so that you can pause between 
tracks or repeat tracks if your students need it. The fi rst reading is in a Briti sh English accent, and it is 
followed by an American English reading. The words are exactly the same. Aft er the story, there is a 
short selecti on of key phrases that can be used for pronunciati on practi ce.

Aft er reading
Ask the class if they liked the story. Did they feel sorry for the leopard? Do they think there really is 
a Sky God playing a drum? What do you call the kind of story that explains how something began, 
or why something is the way it is? [A myth.]

Ask them to imagine that the tortoise didn’t manage to get the drum, and 
that the Sky God is now asking the students to get the drum for him. What 
techniques would they use? You could pretend to be the leopard with the 
drum, and ask a few volunteers to come up to you and persuade you to 
hand it over. Then talk about which techniques are more successful 
[e.g. being polite, bossy, charming or cunning].

Imagine that one of the students was successful. Ask him or her what 
he would now like in return, just as the tortoise asked for a shell. Invite 
the rest of the class to think what they might ask from the Sky God, 
and share their ideas.

The Leopard and the Sky God • Teacher’s notes
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